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gravelled road, 114 miles in length, is under rapid constrac- Champua. 


tion from Champua on the Baitarani river, opposite to Jaint 
in the Singhbhiim district, to the border of the Stato with the 
Cuttack district, passing through the headquarters and the sub- 
division of Anandpur: bungalows have been built along the 
entire length at easy stages: this road will givo direct saccoss 
from the Chakradharpur station on the Bengal-Nagpur lino in 
the Singhbhiim district to the Vyas Sarovar station on the East 
Coast section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway in the Cuttack 


Vyaa 
rovar read. 


district. A good road is under construction from the railway pPinposh. 
station of Panposh on the Bengal-Naigpur Railway in the oe 


Gangpur State to Bonaigarh, the headquarters of the Bonai’ 


Btate. 


The Imperial post now plies ia all tho States, with sub-post rosran 
offices or branch post offices at all the headquarters, exeopt at AX? 


Tas. 


Tigiria. The tivo States transferred from the Contral Provinces gaara 
are well served in their post: il communications, there being lotter- i seg 


box:s at the school houses in most of the important villages: tho © 

dealings of the post offices in these States are considorable, especially 
in the State of Kalahandi. Tho Imperial post travels by tho 
Sambalpur-Patna-Kalahandi road from Sambalpur and thero is a 
telegraph office at Bargarh : at Bolangir and Bhawanipatna there 
are sub post offices and lofter-boxcs at all the places whore there are 
bungalows and also at other important villages en route: from 
Bhawanipatna the mail runs on to Madras, ri¢ Ampanighat in the 
southern extremity of the Kalahand: State. T'clegraph lines 
connect Sundargarh, the headquarters of the Gangpur State, with 
Jharsagura in the Sambalpur district, Nilgiri with Balasore, 
Dhenkanal with Cuttack, Baripada with Ripsa station on the East 
Coast section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, and thore is a 
telegraph line from Cuttack to Banki which givos ready means of 
communication with the States of Khandpara, Tigiria, Baramba 
and Daspallé. Besides there are combined sub-post and telograph 
offices at Vanposh and Kumiark:l4 in the Gangpur State and at 


TIONS, 


Bamra. A telephonoline runs from Bamra to Deogarh and from telephone 


Deogarh to Barkut and to Sagri. 


line. 
oo 


The Mahénadi and Brahmani form broad waterways during Warne 
half the year, but thore is no stvamer or regular boat service on CoNNUN 


either of them. 


The Bengal-Nagpur Railway runs through the States of ram. 
Gangpur and Bamra for 45 miles in the former, and 22 ¥4™s 


miles in the letter: the East Coast section of the same line 
pasees in proximity to the States of Ranpur, Nilgiri and Mayiir- 
bhanj. The only State railway in the States isthe narrow 
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gauge line, 33 miles long, from Riipsé station on the East Coast 
section of the Bengal-Nagpur line to Baripada, the headquar- 
ters of tho Mayiirbhanj State. A broad gauge line is about 
to be constructed from Kalimati station on the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway to the foot of the Gurumasaiani hill in the Mayiir- 
bhanj Stato to transport tho iron ore for the Steel Works to be 
erocted at the former place : an extension of the railway system 
in tho Mayiirbhanj State is also under contemplation. 

There are light tramways for the transport of minerals only in 
the Gingpur State: these light tramways run from the Bisra 
railway station on the Rengal-Nagpur line to Ursu, a distance of 
fivo miles, and from Rourkela to the Bréhmani, a distance of 3 
wiles, fo transport limestone and dolomite: a light tramway has 
also been constructed trom the railway station of Dharuddiha on 
tho Bengul-Nagpur Railway to Guriajor, a distance of 9 miles, to 
transport the manganese ore worked at the latter place. Tho 
Biauite quarrics at Nilgiri are oonnectod by a tramway with the 
Balasore railway station. 
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CHAPTER X. 
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LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, 


Tux land rovenue systom is a very simple ono and is practi- Laxv 
cally homogencous throughout the States. Ownorship in the land eae 
rests with the State, but the right of occupancy rests with tho actual 
cultivator who, so long as he pays his rents, is leff in undisturbed 
possession. There is littl: cr no subinfeudation but thero are a fow 
large estatos. Alienation by sale, gift or mortgage by a tenant of 
his holding is illegal, and subjects both the transfuror and trans- 
feree to unconditional ejeotment. The influence of tho Mughal- 
bandi districts is, however, observablo in the States neighbouring on 
the Cuttack, Balasore and Puri districts. Such alienation is 
strictly prohibited and disallowed in tho five States transferred from 
the Central Provinces, the States of Bonai and Gangpur and those 
Statos, such as Baud, Pal Lahara and Athmallik which aro more 
in touch with Sambalpur than Cuttack; in some of tho States such 
transfers are allowed with the permission of the State authorities, 
but evon in such cases the permission is sparingly givon and 
only after close scrutiny. Tho Khonds, Binjhals, Juangs and 
Bhuiyas claim to be the real owners of the soil and when ques- 
tioned “Who are you?” the answor invariably given, however 
humble in origin and position tho momber of these races may bo, 
is “J ama zamindar,” or owner of the soil. Tho wild non- 
Hinduieed Khond has never consented to pay a rogular land 
revenue: this class of Khond is mostly found in Kalahandi, 
whore a nominal foe is paid for the pada or shaming area, and 
it is paid more as an act of concession than as a rental: of late 
years the Khonds have been induced in KAlahandi to pay an 
increased revenue, but this has been chiefly an amicablo arrange- 
ment. The Bhuiyds similarly pay a house-tax. There are 
practically no intermediate rights in the soil, except in the case 
of service tenures and other beneficiary grants. 

In those States which have come from time to timo under the ggrriz- 
administration of Government, regular settlemonts have been METS 
made : in the States formerly known as the Tributary Mahals of 
Orissa, settlements are made by means of a local standard pole 
known ss the dueti padiké and a rough classification of the 
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soil, or on an approximate estimate of the produce of the land. 
In these States the tenants are more advanced and are now 
accustomed to the methods of enumeration by mans (two-thirds of 
an acre), gwifhs and biswas of their land. In the five States 
transferred from the Central Provinces regular settlements have 
been made for many years past and the measurements recorded 
in acres : the tenants of these parte, however, and also of Gangpur 
and Bonai, always denominate the area of their lands by the 
seed capacity. This system, too, is the common one even in the 
17 States formerly known as the Tiibulary States of Orissa, and 
in those States the denomination in madvs, cte., though well known 
and understood, is practically only used before the State officials 
or in presenting petitions. The periods of these settlements 
are gonerally for 10 to 15 years. 

The rents arenow mostly paid in cash and additional con- 
tributions at fixed ra‘es, usually of rico, grain, gAi (clarified butter) 
and goats, are levied on the occasions of certain festivals: these 
peyments in kind have in certain States been commuted to cash 
payments and the tenants kave the option of paying the value 
in cash if they so desire. In the case of villages held by lakhird)- 
dare the tenants usually cultivate on the G/dg principle, or half 
division of produce, but this custom is rapidly disappearing. In 
moat of the States supplies (rasa) are given free to the \Chief 
and his officials on tour, and this supply is tu be regarded as part 
of the revenue: thesystom of providing feyarior free labour, in 
return for daily feeding, is also really a revenue asset. 

Tho revenue paid is supposed to bear some relation to outturn, 
but the mode of calculation is vften crude. The rate per acre for 
rice lands ranges from Ite. 0-9-8 to Re, 3-1 1-6 and for miscella- 
neous crops grown on uplands from le. (2-6 to Re, 1-12-7. 
The assessmonts are light and pressure is rarely exercised in 
collection and the tenauta readily obtain suspensions. In all the 
States the village headmen hold leases or patids in which all 
payments due are noted and also the lands assigned in the village 
for village servants, who generally consist of the chaukidar 
{village policeman), water-bearer to supply water to visitors and 
the shankar, who is a village factotum, being the priest of the 
village sylvan gods, watcher and identifier of the boundaries and 
an assistant chaukiddr, and a helper to the village headman in 
rent collection. The land revenue is collected by means of farmers 
termed variously gaontids, gdnjhus, sarbardhkars, pradhans and 
thikddars, The villages are leased to these men for the period 
of settlement and in the oase of villages which have not been 
regularly settled, the lease is usually for 5 years. These rent 
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collectors receive either commission varying from 5 to 15 per cent., 
orin several of the States have certain service or jagtr lads 
known as bhoyra which go with the office : these lands are nowhere 
supposed to exceed 20 to 25 per cent. of the total lands of the 
village and are genorally not more than 20 per cent. and usually 
less. The total jamd of the village is taken and the lands held by 
the farmer are taken as lands paying a rental equivalent to one- 
fourth of the total jad if the yager is allowed at 25 per cent. and 
so on, in proportion In large villages these jagir lands are a 
great attraction and woll-to-do cultivators aro eager to take up the 
yaontiaht of such villages: these lands are known as Léogrd and in 
all the States except Gangpur are assessed and the geonfia pays for 
thom, but is only toc glad to do so, as they are naturally about the 
best lands in the village. A sa/iui or bouus is sometimes levied 
when renewing leases; there is no fixed rule as to the amount, but. 
it usually docs not exived one year’s rental or the arrears duc on 
the village. In some of the States, however, these Uéogrd lands 
have disappeared and the gaontid only gots his commission: 
in such cases it ix difficult to obtain ged men and collections 
suffer. 

The right of @ gaontia ix in no wise hereditary; it emanates gyontiay, 
entirely from the State and a gaont/a@ cannot transfor by sale, gift 
or mortgage, his village or his é40;r@ lands; if he does so he ‘pso 
facto loses his village: he may privately partition the bhogrd lands 
amongst members of his family or allow tenants to cultivate 
them, but all sue); encumbrances are immediately voided when he 
ceases to bo the yaontia. Gaontids who have held their offieo for 
twenty years or have exccuted substantial improvements in their 
villages obtain a protected status: that is, they are not ousted if 
they properly conduct the affairs of the villages, duly collect the 
rents and perform the other duties they are bound to and do not 
alienate their Jogrd lands or their villages. In cases whero the 
gaontia is bona-fide unable to collect rents he receives assistance 
from the State, but le must first pay in the total demand and 
then the State takes action on his behalf. The land revenue 
is a first charge on the land. 

In some instances these headmen are tho original olesarers 
of the soil, and this class is common in Gangpur and Bonai, 
where they are specially identified by the name of ganyhus: they 
generally hold their leases for longer periods than the ordinary 
gaontid and ther villages generally have not been regularly 
settled and in consequence rentals are lighter. 

The only States in which there are zamindaris are Bamra, * Bini 
G&ngpur, Kalahandi, Keonjbar, Patni and Senpur. In Kalahandi cia 
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the zamindars are members of the Raj family and obtained their 
grants originally as maintenance grants. In Patna and Sonpur 
tho zamindars are members of the aboriginal races such as Gonds 
and Binjhals: the incidences of their tenures aro dealt with in 
the articles on theso States. 

Bosides tho zamindaris, there are in all States grants to 
members of the Raj families known as khanja,: babudnd and 
khorposhdari grants: all such grants are liable to resumption and 
in some States regular rvles exist whereby the grants gradually 
become absorbed and assessed to full rates: the other grants aro 
the usual gifts to Brahmans in the shape of Jakhirdj grants, 
debottar grants (religious), brakmottar and mafi (free) grants for 
various reasons: in some States these grants have been freely 
made to paiks (militia) who in former days were wounded or 
killed fighting for their Chief: such grants usually consist of 
igolatod plots known as phutkar aud the grants are styled rakta- 
phutkar (blood plots) : patks and others hold servico lands (/ayirs) 
for various rongons. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


Tue Chiefs administer their States in accordance with the apumus- 
provisions of their sanade which define their status, position and THIDGa, 
powers. Tho five Sambalpur States transferred from tho Central rowers 
Provinces in 1905 roceived their savads in the yoar 1867, 4X? 
The States formerly known as tho ‘'ribntary Mahals of Oriesa 
received their sanads in 1894 and the States of Gangpur and Bonai 

in 1899, and in 1908 revised sanads wero issued to the former 

States. All the 24 States are now known as the Feudatory 

States of Oriesa. 

The actual powors exercised by the Chiefs vary; in some 
States the power of imprisonment extends to two years, and all 
cases of heinous crime are committed to British officers for trial: 
in other States the Chiefs exerciso full criminal powers, oxcept 
that in the case of capital sontences the records of tho caso are 
submitted for confirmation by the Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division. The Chicfs, however, are not entitled to try offenocs 
in which Europeans are concerned. 

The Chiefs usually invest their chief excoutive officer, the 
Diwan, with these powers or somewhat smaller powers and confine 
themselves to dealing with appellate cases. In tho oase of the 
States which from any causo come from time to time under 
tho administration of Government, tho Superintendents appointed 
by Government to be in direct charge of tho States oxercisc 
the powers enjoyed by the Chief of the State, 

As regards cases tried by British officers, the warrants of these 
officers are executable in a British: jail. Those States which do not 
exercise full criminal powers, commit all cases which they aro not 
entitled to try to a British officer: for the disposal of these cases 
the District Officers of Puri, Cuttack, Balasore, Midnapore, 
Sambalpur, and Angul and the Political Agent exercise the powers 
of Sessions Judges, over whom is the Commissioner of Orissa, 
exercising the function of a High Court. In the exercise of their 
residuary jurisdiction British officers are guided by the law of 
British Indis, relating to offences and criminal procedure, in so 
far as it is applicable, and in cases where the Chiefs and their 
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subjecta are concerned in so far as it is not inconsistent with any 
local law or custom. 

The sanads provide that the Chiefe shall follow the advice 
of the officer duly appointed for that purpose by Government 
and lay down the jeueral principles of administration. The 
management of excise is specially provided for in all the sanads 
and a prohibition is made against the levying of transit duties on 
merchandise. All the States are bound to deliver over offenders 
from British or othor territory who take refuge in the States and 
to assist British officers who may pursue offenders within the 
States. 

The total income of the States in 1892-93 was reported at 
Re, 16,12,443 and in 1901-02 at Rs. 27,09,599. In 1907-08 it 
amounted to Its. 41,43,385. The budget system is supposed 
to be followed and in many instances is carefully adhered to, but 
in some cases the wetue!l systom of accounts is not always as 
oorrect or systematic as they might be: the figuros given above 
are, however, approximately reliable, as the States have from time 
to time come under Government administration and their 
finances conducted under regular account rules. On the whole, 
however, finances are well managed and a distinct improvement 
is taking place, and many of the States have annually a very 
fair balance set aside to meet unexpected emorgencies and others 
have invested funds to mect necessity in the ehapo of famine or 
other misfortunes. The State of Mayiirbhanj has nearly 12 lakhs 
av invested in| Government securities, the States of Dhenkanal, 
Bonai, Kalahandi and Nayagarh similarly have fair sums invested : 
in the Stato of Bamra there is a special invested famine fund and 
the Patna State has commenced to invest money for a similar 
fund. These invested funds are in addition to the annual closing 
balance for which a minimuin equivalent to three months’ average 
working expenses is sought to be aimed at. The land revenue 
of the States amounted in 1892-93 to Rs. 10,72,868, in 1901-02 
to Rs. 15,26,646 and in 1907-08 to Rs. 19,77,684. The principal 
source of income is in most States the land revenue, which is 
supplemented by excise, stamps, judicial fines and license fees 
from various minor monopolies. In some of the States the 
forests yield a handsome profit. The excise revenue consists of 
the license fees from the outstills, and from gdnja and opium 
shops, Some of the States have introduced the stamp and court- 
fee rules; the fees charged are generally below the rates prevail- 
ing in British territory. In all the States stamp fees are charged 
by the Chiefs, but in many cases the stamp merely consiste of 
placing an impression of the State emblem on plain paper by a 
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rubber seal and writing in the value. The miscellaneous revenue Miscel- 
of the States is derived from several minor sources, stich as eal 
fines and fees, sa/anis or nazardnas and license fees for the sale of 
various forest. products. According to a time-honoured oustom, 
certain sums are subscribed as mayan, or voluntary contributions, 

on the occasion of the marriage, birth or death of a Chief. 

A large proportion of the total area of the States consists Forests. 
of forests, but a great proportion of this area is scrub. The Seneral 
character of the forests is the same throughout the States, aon 
exoept that the teak is found indigenous aloue in the Kaléhandi 
State. The forests of the States were at one time extensive 
timber-productng tracts; reckless clearings, tho wasteful system 
of dahi oultivation, or follirng and burning forests on the hill 
sides to raiso catch-crops in tho ashes, and in former days 
the felling and removing of any tree for the manufacture 
of railway sleepers without regard to any suitable girth limit, and 
the former indiscriminate ringing, a practice which has now been 
made a punishable offence, of sid (Shorva robusta) for resin or 
dhap by the forest tribes have vory largely depleted them of 
good and valuable timber, Evon where good tracts of forest 
still remain they have been spoilt and rendered very difficult of 
reservation by the indiscriminate location of villages and hamlets 
within their limits. The Chiefs do not now lease their forests 
without first obtaining advice and assistance from Government: 
suitable leases are now thus obtained for the States. 

Till recent years there was no idoa of conservancy, and it is Forest 
only during the last few years that the Chiefs have begun to a 
realize the necessity of enforcing a regular forest administration, if 
any permanent and continued source of revenue is to be enjoyed 
from thoir forests. This has been forced upon their attention 
by the rapid disappearance of their forests before the spread of 
cultivation and the continued demands of villages for fresh forests 
from which to draw their supplies for domestic and agricultural 
purposes. ‘The States formerly exorcised no control over the forest 
areas allowed to the villagers, with the result that these areas 
quickly disappeared before the rapacity of the axes of the Kol and 
indigenous races, and the States are now having to find fresh 
areas for the villagers out of tracts, which have always been 
regarded as set apart as State forests. From the absence formerly 
of all conservation and protection against fire, reproduction has 
greatly diminished. Many of the States have awakened to the 
necessity of a forest policy and are taking vigorous action to 
re-establish their forests as far as possible. The advent of the 
suilway and the great improvements which have taken place of 
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late years in communications have added a greatly increased value 
to the forests. There is now very little really good timber left 
in the vicinity of the Mahanadj and Brahmani rivers, which 
furniah the best waterways, but elsewhere and further inland the 
forests owe thoir partial preservation to the absence of good roads 
and difficulty of transport. In the States of Daspalla, Kalahandi, 
especially in the zamindari areas, Khandparé, Mayiirbhanj, Naya- 
garb, Val Lahara, and the western portion of Patna, fine and 
valuable forests still remain. But for the Khonds in Kalahandi 
and the Juangs in Pal Lahara the forests in these two States 
would stand unrivalled. In the Rampur-Madanpur zamindari of 
the Kalahandi State tho sd/ attains to greut dimensions. 

It is, however, only comparatively recently that any system of 
forest consorvancy has been introduced into the States : whenever 
States havo come under the administration of Government, steps 
havo been taken to separate and properly demarcute the State 
forests from the village forests, to constitute properly reserved areas 
and {o exercise some degreo of control over the village or protect- 
ed forosts to prevent their sheer wanton destruction. The States 
which have led the way in forestry ure Maytirbhanj and Dhen- 
kanal. Inthe former State there is one tract of forest which 
deserves ospecial mention: this is the range known as the 
Simlapal, in which thero aro largo quantities of magnificent sdé, 
In this Stato there is a fully organized Forest Department, with a 
trained Forest Officer in chargo and properly qualified assistants 
under him. In the State of Dhenkanal a survey of tho forests 
was made by a Government Forest Officer during the period it waa 
under administration: the work of demarcation, surveying and 
preparation of working-plans was taken in hand and is being 
carried on by tho present Obief : a trained officor is in charge of 
the department with Dehra Dun studonts under him. The State 
of Nayagarh is under the administration of Government, and 
the demarcation and survey of the very valuable forosts on the 
southern border have been nearly completed. The same policy 
has been undertaken in Pal Lahar& during the period of its admi- 
nistration and a capable Forest Officer is in charge. In Patna 
and Kalahandi tho demarcation of the State forests from the vil- 
lage jungles is in progress. In Bamra the Chief has commenced 
a regular system of forestry and has a Dehra Dun student in 
charge, and two local men are being trained for the State in the 
British Forest Division of Singhbhiim. In Gangpur the Chief 
has recently appointed a Dehra Dun student to organize the Forest 
Department. In Narsinghpur and Baramba there are small but 
valuable forests, and rules have been drawn up for their working 
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In all tho States where there are forests of any value, forest rules 
now exist for their management. The Chiefs now evince genuine 
interest in the preservation of their forests, From all the States 
where there are forests, of any value, local men are being 
regularly sent to Singhbhiim for a course of training in forestry. 
The present time marks an era in the history of forestry in the 
States of Orissa, 

As regards the administration of the forests themselves, it is a Villago 
recognised custom and one based on immemorial usage that the fort» 
villagers have a right to the forests round the villago site : in 
former times this no doubt was taken as giving a right to the 
forest for such a distance es the villagers were ablo to proceed 
and remove the timber and produce to their homes: the growth of 
neighbouring villages, howevor, with similar rights led to ditlioultios, 
and it was necessary for the Stato to assume somo control over these 
forests. The result is that now-a-days the people pay gommutation gooy, 
fees for the right to cut and romovo what are olassified as third class 
timber from these village forests for domestic purposes and also a 
certain amount of sa/ for their agricultural implements: if timber 
of any other class is required or there be a demand for a larger 
supply of sa/, these are obtxined from tho State forests on payment 
of license fees at reduced rates, if they are genuine residents of the 
State. These commutation fees are, in the mure advanced States 
and where it is desired to obtain a more precise and scientifio 
assessment, levied on the cultivation at the rate of ono anna per 
man (or two-thirds of an acre) of ries lands aud half an anna 
per man on uplands and culturable waste. In the ease of non- 
cultivators a special rate is provided for according to the class of 
calling followed, a blacksmith naturally having to pay more than 
a weaver. In the more backward States the feo is charged on the 
number of ploughs possessed by a cultivator and on the industrial 
classes a special fev per house is levied, but in these cases the 
fee is generally known as a paf/é, liferally a coss paid by a 
weaver of the Pan class, but generally used to express the fee 
charged for wood taken for domustic and professional purposes by 
the industrial classes : thus there is the da/kali or fee paid by the 
rearers of tusser cocoons, (ohari, feo paid by the blucksmith, 
kumhari, fee paid by the potter, ete, It is usual for the 
commutation fee to cover the price of sd/ required for carts 
and cart-wheels, but this is not universally so: the solid-wheeled 
carts (sayars) necessitate a very extravagant use of timber, two 
large-sized planks being required from which to cut out the half 
circles required to make the wheel. In some parts a fangd/i is also 
levied ; this is, however, really an item of land revenue receipt, 
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being a obarge of so much on each family using an axe for culti- 
vation, in other words, the rent paid by those races who live by 
the method of da/i cultivation described above. 

Both in the State and the village forests all edible fruit-trees 
are strictly preserved: those are tho kendu or ebony (Diespyros 
melanorylon), mahud (Bussia lat‘folka}, mango (Mangifera tndica), 
tamarind (Zamarindus indica), gam (Eugenia jambolana), jack 
(Arlocarpus integrifolia), dmra or hog-plum (Spondtas mangifera), 
and char (Buchanania latifolia), 

The principal timber trees are sa] (Shorea robusta), pidedl 
(Pterocarpus marsupium), sus (Dalbergia Sisco), karam (Adina 
cordifolia), bandhan (Ougeinia dalbergioides), gamhari (Gmelina 
arboren), kendu or ebony (Diospyros melanorylon), mahua (Basaia 
latifolia) and asan or sahay (Lerminaha tomentosa). A certain 
amount of teak (Zectoca grandis) of good quality and fair 
size is mot with in Kalahandi especially on the south- 
western side in the hills bordering on the Khariar zamindari. 
Among other common trevs are tho mango (dlangifera indica), 
tamarind § (Tumarindus mica), jam (Lugenia jambolana), jack 
(Artocurpua infegrifolia), dmra or bog-plum (Spondias mangifera), 
char (Buchananta latifola), dhaura (Lagarstemia parei flora), 
haritakt (Terminalia chebula), kuchila (Sirychnos Nux-vomiea), 
khair (Acacia catcchu), gund: (Mallotus philippinensis), badara (Ter- 
minalta bclerica), semul or ootton tree (Bumbax malabaricum), tin 
(Cedrela tocna), karan] (Galedups indica), kusum (Schleichera tre 
juga), banyan (Jieus indica) and pipal (Ficus religioaa). 

Tho minor forest products are honey, becs- wax, tusser, lac, a 
dye called gundé and various medicinal drugs. Sabat grass 
(Zecheemam angustifolium) grows largely in Dhonkénal, Keonjhar, 
Mayiirbhan}, Nilgiri, Pal Lahara, Talcher and other States, 
and is used locally for the manuiacture of ropes; there are sabai 
grass pressing machines at Banki in the Bonai State, and at Bisra 
in the Gangpur State, the pressed bales being exported to 
Calcutta. 

The revenue from forests for the 24 States of Orissa amounted 
in 1907-08 to Rs. 7,38,850. 

In the case of opium all the States draw their supplies from a 
Government treasury and make their own arrangements for sale 
within the States ; the States formerly classified as the Tributary 
Mahals of Orissa obtain their supplies at the price prevailing in 
the British distriots of Cuttack, Balasore and Puri. The States 
of Gingpur and Bonai, which were formerly comprised in the 
Qhot&é Nagpur Division draw their supplies from the Government 
treasury at Purulia. ‘The five Sambalpur States transferred from 
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the Oentral Provinoes obtain their supplies from the Sambalpur 
district. The States follow the system in force in British India 
and annually auction out tho right to sell opium to licensed 
vendors. 

In the case of ganja the States formerly known as the Ganja. 
Tributary Mahals of Orissa obtain their supply under what is 
known as the Cooch Behar system, the States obtaining Rajehahi 
ganja at cost price on the condition of not selling the drug at a 
lower rate of duty than that levied in the neighbouring British 
districts of Orissa ; the system was introduced in 1895 in order 
to prevent the smuggling into British Indin of Garhj&t ganja. 
The system hes worked well and the oultivation of yaaa in the 
States has long ocased to oxist. Tho States of Gangpur and 
Bonai obtain their supplies of Rajshahi gany: from the Govern- 
ment treasury at Vurnlié. In tho ease of the five Sambalpur 
States the ganyt aupplied is Khandwa ganja, it was till recently 
issued to them from Sambulpur; but is now being obtained by 
them direct from the Deputy Commissioner of Nimar. The 
States, however, must retail tho ganja ata rate not lower than 
that prevailing in adjacent British territory. The right to soll 
ganja in the States is annually auctioned out to the highost 
bidder. 

As regards country liquor the outstill system is genorally jn Liquor. 
vogue, and in the five Sambalpur States the outstill system with 
dependent shops isthe rule. ‘The outstills are annually put op 
to auction ; the liquor 1s mostly distilled from ma4ua. ‘The policy 
aimed at isto have not more than one outstill or shop for every 
20 square miles, and this standard is vbserved in most. of tho 
States ; of late years there has been a remarkable reduction in the 
number of stills and shops to the great improvoment in the 
general excise administration, the supply of purer liyuor and the 
lesser prevalence of drunkenness; the reduction has been marked 
in the Gangpur State where the number of stills has fallon from 
220 in 1904 to 6U in 1908; similarly reductions have been offeoted 
with similar results in the five States transferred from the Central 
Provinces ; in these States there were formerly «a number of 
dependent shops attached to the outstills; reductions have beon 
effected amongst the large Khond population of these five States. 
Formerly in some of the States the Chiefs levied an exciso feo on 
the brewing of rice boer (pachwai or handid) for homo consumption ; Rice beer. 
this was strongly upposed by the indigenous races who brew 
Adndia and the tax has universally been abolished by the Chief 
and brewing for home consumption is allowed, but on no account 
may Adndia be brewed for sale end nv licenses for brewing hdndia 
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are given. In Mayiirbhanj and Nilgiri the Madras contract 
system for the supply of country spirit was introduced in 1905. 
The local manufacture of country spirit was prohibited and the 
spirit was obtained from the liquor depit at Balasore, and stored 
at the State liquor depdts at the prescribed strength and then 
issued to the retail vendors on payment of cost price and duty. 
The tapping of the fa? palm for toddy is not allowed by the Chiefs 
of most of the States and any income under the head of ¢ari mahal 
is unusual, 

The only States which maintain a regular excise staff are the 
States of Mayiirbhanj and Gangpur ; elsewhere the control of 
excise arrangemonts rests with the revenue officers and the police. 
In all the States the control of excise arrangements in the 
yamindaris rests with the Chiofs. 

For the prevention of disputes and smuggling a neutral zone 
of three miles has heen established on either side of the boundaries 
between British India and the States, and the boundaries between 
the States themselves. 

The total excise income for all the 24 States is reported at 
Rs. 1,00,020 for the year 1892-93, at Rs. 2,26,225 for 1901-02 
and at Ks, 4,16,001 for 1907-08. 

In the disyosal of civil justice the Chiefs of all the States have 
full powers, being bound only to administer justice fairly and 
impartially. Jt is open to the Political Agent to advise the Chiefs 
where injustice or hardship has been done. ‘lhe great majority of 
the suits tried are bolow the valuc of RKs.50. The average annual 
number of suits for disposal during the three years 1005-06 to 


1907-08 was 17,105. 

Criminal cases mainly consist of ordinary burglaries and thefts ; 
dacoities take place occasionally but there are seldom any cases of 
rioting. Dacoity and robbery are as a rule exceptional, but 
certain limited areas bear an unenviable reputation for this class 
of crime: the wild and inaccessible hill tracts to the south of 
the Kalihandi State on the border of the Jaypur zamindari in 
the Madras Presidency are subject from time to time to more or 
lees severe outbreaks of dacoity : this area is a difficult one to 
control and bad characters frequently resort there. The Khonds 
who inhabit these parts are always ready to join in with any 
adventurous leader and plunder the timid cultivators of the 
plains: these daocoities are, however, mostly technical and are 
entered into by the Khonds more in the spirit of sport than from 
any sddiction to violent crime. The Kolsin the wilds of Bamra 
and the western portion of the Bonai State will similarly, from 
time to time, band together and commit dacoity. Dacoity from 
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agrarian troubles or other causes is rare, though from time to time 
rebellions, involving serious dacoity, have broken out amongst the 
indigenous races owing to opposition to some action of the State 
or to the pressure of the more civilised oultivatucs on tho lands of 
these races. The average annual number of criminal oases reported 
to the police during the three years 1905-06 to 1907-08 was 7,768 
in most of the States orime is now very fairly reported and these 
figures may be taken as a representative average. 

The disposal of both civil and oriminal justioo has of lute years 
shown a general improvement: suits and cases are disposed of 
with promptitude, findings und punishments ure usually suitable 
and adequate, and this improvement is being steadily maintained. 

The larger States of Mayiirbhan), Keonjher and Dhen- 
kanal are divided into subdivisions with an vflicer in charge 
and in some cases a sevond officer: in Bamra tho Stato is 
divided into three fa/si/s with on officer in charge of vach: 
this arrangement naturally makes for more elliciout administra- 
tion and prompter disposal of judicial business. In the States 
of Patna, Sonpur and Kalahandi the leading zamindars and other 
prominent persons are invested with powers as Louorary Magis- 
trates, sitting generally as benches: the zamindars also are 
sometimes invested with smuil civil powers. 

The creation of a regular police force in the States has beon poriog. 
comparatively recent. In forme: times the paiks (feudal militia) Parks, 
served as the representatives of the law and order imposed by the 
Chiefs, This body of men, however, has always been u sourco of 
danger and trouble to the Chiefs and thvir influence has been more 
than once too strong for the Chiefs to resist : the parks have always 
regarded their police duties as nominal and only performed these 
duties when and how it pleased them. The employment of patks 
is now confined to guard duty at the Chiof’s residence, escort duty 
and appearance on occasions of pomp and ceremony and in their 
place it has become necessary with the general advancement of 
the country to introduce a regular police force: the paiks have 
nooordingly been greatly reduced in number and their grants of 
land gradually resumed, except in the Kalahandi State, where o 
very large body of these men are still maintained and made to 
assist the regular police in watching and patrolling the turbulent 
traota of the south-eastern boundary. 

In 1907-08 the total police force in the States oo:.sisted of 418 potice 
officers and 1,936 men. In Keonjharand Mayirbhanj European force. 
officers were in charge of the police force. ‘I'here has been a great 
improvement in the pay of the police of recent years and there are 
now trained and qualified officers in chargo. The (Chiefs send their 
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own officers to the Police Training College at Ranchi for a course 
of instruction. In the larger States of Dhenkanal, Gangpur, 
Kalahandi and Mayirbhanj a large and well staffed police force 1s 
maintained and the police administration is very similar to that 
followed in British India. In the smaller States the police force is 
generally adequate and suitable to the requirements of the States, 
and in all cases regular rules are followed and suitable registers and 
forms maintained. Tho jealousy of earlier days between the 
police force of one Stato and another has very largely disappeared, 
and the State police now co-operate together for concerted action, 
regular inter-State oo-operation meetings are held and inquiry 
slips as to the movements of bad characters regularly circulated : 
a set of mutual oxtradition rules has been advpted, and it is no 
longer possible for the criminal of one State to find a secure 
hiding in a neighbouring State. 

In many of the States considerable attention has been paid to 
the proper housing of the police and cxcellent police stations 
and barracks are to be found. 

The rural police consist of the chaukidars who are remunerated 
with service lands: the chaudidars attend regularly on fixed dates 
at the police stations and are gradually being developed into a 
useful subsidiary aid to tho police. 

There are uo regular military police in the States, but in 
most of the States a certain percentage of the force are armed with 
converted Martini-enry carbines under the sanction of Govern- 
ment. 

The old fashioned State jails consisting of a few thatched huts 
surronnded with a mud wall are now of the past. All the States 
now possess fair to moderate jails and the managementis usually 
fair, The States of Dhenkanal, Gangpur, Kalahandi, Mayirbhanj, 
Nayagarh, and Vatn&, possess excelleut masonry jails, the jail of 
the Kélahandi State affording accommodation for nearly 400 pri- 
soners : there are good masonry jails in Bamra, Baramba, Baud, 
Despalls, Narsinghpur, and Sonpur: new jails arein course of 
erection in Athmallik, Hindol, Nilgiri, Rairakhol and Talcher. 
The general adoption of regular rules for the administration of 

the jails has resulted in late years in a very marked improvement 
in the management and discipline: sanitary arrangements are 
well attended to: regular diet is given and labour on a graduated 
soale enforced : prisoners’ history tickets are duly maintained and 
& medical parade of all prisoners is held weekly, when tasks are 
changed according to the state of health of a prisoner : the State 
Medioal Officer daily visite the jail and in several of the State 
jails there are now dispensaries and sick wards : under the rules a 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 103 


regular scale of punishment is prescribed and the punishments now 
inflicted are rarely inadequate or exoeasive. The majority of the 
labour done is extra-mural, but there is more regular indoor 
labour on set tasks than formerly : escapes are not very frequent, 
and in 1908 the total number was only 40: this is noteworthy 
in view of the large amount of extra-mural labour done, The 
health of the prisoner is fair, and from 1906 to 1908 the total 
number of deaths was only 115. In all the States there is 
a Jail Superintendent and a Jailor in direct charge, The fly- 
shuttle loom is being rapidly introduced into all the jails and 
prisoners are sent to Bamra, Dhonkansl and Angul for 
training in the use of this loom. 

With the exception of the two small States of Khandparé pyprzo 
and Tigiria, all the States now maintain Sub-Overseers in chargo Worxa 
of their public works. In the States of Dhenkanal, Keonjhar and a 
Mayiirbhanj, regular Public Works Departments aro maintained 
with qualified Engineers in charge, assisted by Overseers and 
Sub-Overseers. The States of Bonai, Gaugpur, Kalahandi, Paina, 
and Rairakhol employ the services of the Exooutive Mnginver, 
Sambalpur district, who is known as the Agency Lixocutive 
Engineer: in these States there are fine public buildings and 
works of considerable importanco are undertaken: in order to 
seoure efficiency and proper control the Public Works Department 
of each of these States is manued by qualified Ovorseera and 
Sub-Overseers. For the efficient management of the public works 
of the States of Hindol and Nayagarh, which are under the 
administration of Government, a Supervisor is in charge of the 
Public Works Departments of those two States: the Chiefs of 
the Narsinghpur and Baramba States likewise employ the services 
of this officer: plans and estimates for works to bo executed in 
the states in the neighbourhood of Angul and Cuttack, when 
under administration of Government, arv sent to the Superintend- 
ing Engineer, Orissa Circle, Cuttack, for professional scrutiny, 
and the same officer examinos from time to time any plaus and 
estimates on which the Chiefs of other States desire his opinion, 

There are no canals in the States and the public works consist 
principally of public buildings, roads and bridges: there are 
excellent roads in several of the States: in most of the States 
there are excellent public oourts and offices and good jails, 
Irrigation works on an extensive ecale do not exist; in Bamra, 
Dhenkanal and Mayirbhanj, there are, however, some works of 
considerable size : in Bamra, at a place called Sirgira, the Uhief 
hes undertaken a large scheme which affords irrigation to 2,000 
acres, Deogarh, the headquarters of the Bamra State, boast of a 
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water-supply obtained from a fine waterfall close to the town 
the water from whioh is carried through the town by pipes and 
standards have been erected at convenient centres : the town also 
is lit by electric light and the Chief has a telephone servios to 
the headquarters of the three dalsils, to the railway station of 
Bamra and to his irrigation works at Sirgir8. In Nayadgarh 
programme of small irrigation projects has been drawn up 
and is being annually worked up to: the country of the Garhjate 
lends itself very readily to these small but exceedingly useful 
works and of late years more attention has been paid to their 
developement. 

For all the States famine programmes have been compiled, 
and the policy of gradually undertaking preventive works has 
been inaugurated. The villages in the Garhjats are, however, 
for the most part well provided with irrigation tanks and small 
embankments. known locally as mundé: the nature of the 
country renders them a necessity, and in fact without them 
real rice cultivation would be impossible. 

In 1907-08 the total expenditure on public works amounted 
to Rs. 8,083,879, of which Ks, 2,483,025 werejspent on roads and 
Rs. 4,00,184 on public buildings. The principal expenditure 
incurred was by the States of Mayiirbhanj, Rs. 2,04,376; 
Keonjhar, Rs. 1,74,267; Kalahandf, Rs. 60,240; Nilgixi, 
Re, 47,261; Nayagarh, Rs. 45,668; Patna, Rs. 41,219; 
Athmallik, Rs. 40,000;  Dhenkanal, Rs. 38,740; Bamra, 
Re. 27,855 ; and Gangpur, Rs. 22,568. This expenditure was, 
however, above normal and was due to a certain extent to works 
being undertaken to provide labour owing to partial scarcity. 
The total expenditure in 1906-07 was Rs. 5,37,828. There is 
thus in the aggregate a considerable expenditure un public works, 
the expenditure anuually showing a tendency to increase. 
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JUAPTER XII, 


LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 


Trere are three municipalities in the States, viz., al Baripada, Momo 
the headquarters of the Mayiirbhanj State, and at Sonpur and P4UTS. 
Binka, both in the Sonpur State. An account of these three 


municipalities will be found in the articles on tho States of 
Mayiirbhanj and Sonpur. 
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27 por cent. (64 mules and 0-19 females) could read and write. 
In 1907-08 the total number of pupils in the primary stage, both 
in Primary and Secondary schools, was 47,468 against 22,662 in 
1901-02. The increaie is a satisfactory proof of the progress 
of primary education ; this advance is partly due to the extension 
of the Goveiuimont primary grant {0 most of the schools in the 17 
States, which formerly comprised the Tributary Mahals of Orissa, 
and partly to the better suporvision afforded by the strengthened 
and better qualified suporvising staff in all the States, 

Thero were, in 1907-08, 3 High Koglish schools, viz, at the 
headquartors of the Bamra, Dhenkanal and Mayirbhanj States, 
with good boarding establishmouts attached; these schools are 
affiliated {o the Caleutta University: 20 Middle Hnglish, 7 Middle 
Vernucular, 145 Upper Primary and 1,415 Lower Primary schools; 
the number of pupils in the High and Middle achools was 3,110, 
and there were 41,788 pupils in Primary schools, Besides these, 
in 1907-08, there were 5,409 pupils receiving instruction in 258 
special, advanced and elemontary schools, 

One boy ix every 5 of school-going age was in the primary 
stage in 1907-08 against one boy in every 11 of school-going age 
at the close of 1901-02, During the last few years there has been 
a growing demand for English education, with a view to gain 
admission to professional achools. The number of Middle 
English schools increased in 1901-02 by 4 and again in 1907-08 
there was a further increase of 5 schools, and during the same 
period the number of Middle Vernacular schools declined by 5 in 
1901-02 and by 5 in 1907-08. 

The number of girls’ schools in 1907-08 was 95 and 4,864 girls 
were under instruction; of this number, 3,180 girls were reading 
in boys’ schools. In the 17 States, formerly koown as the 
Tributary Mahals of Orissa, the number of girls’ schools bas in- 
creased from 20 in 1901-02 to 48 in 1907-08 or by 140 per cont. 
Female education is gradually and alowly advancing and the 
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appointment of qualified female teachers to these schools has done 
much to popularise female education and to keep girls attending 
school to an older age. 

In the States of Athmallik, Dhenkanal, Kalahand{, Koonjhar, anopigr. 
Mayirbhanj, Nilgiri, Pal Laharé, Patna and Sonpur there are tat ixp 
special schoola for the education of aboriginal and low caste wasp 
pupils, and in 1907-08 the number of pupils attending these xacss. 
schools was 6,312. Besides the pupils attending the schools 
meant specially for them, 3,061 pupils of these races attended 
other schools along with the pupils of othor raoes in 1907-08, 

Towards the close of 1905-00 eight gurw-training schools were Taamine 
started in the States of Athgarh, Athmallik, Dhenkanal, Mayiir- caine 
bhanj, Narsinghpur, Nayagath, Nilgiri and Talcher. These 
schools are entirely raintained and managed by Government 
agency: in these sohoola the teachers of the villago schools are 
trained and monthly stipends aro allotted for the purpose : a guru- 
training school has also been started at the headquarters of the 
Kalahandi State at the cost of, and under the management of, the 
State, 

The total expenditure on education for the year 1907-08 was Fivancas. 
Rs. 2,50,000, of which Rs. 37,000 was paid by Govornment, 

Rs. 1,36,000 by the several States and Is. 77,090 from fovs and 
subscriptions. The capenditure shows a marked increase of 
recent years in comparison with the expenditure of 1903-04: 
in that year the totnl eapenditure was Rs. 1,56,000, of which 
Re. 20,000 waa paid by Government, Rs. 85,000 by the several 
States, Rs. £4,000 was mot from fees and Ks. 7,000 from 
subscriptions. The result is that during the last four years 
the total expenditure has risen by 60-3 per cent. and the increase 
has been 85°00 per cont. in the contribution made by Government ; 
60°00 per cent. in the expenditure from the revenues of the States 
and 50°98 per cent. from the income derived from fees and 
subscriptions, In the case of the 17 States, formerly attached to 
the Orissa Division, contributions towards education are made by 
Government, and free assistance is also given by deputing Sub- 
Inspectors, Deputy Inspectors under an Agency IJnspector of 
Schools to assist these States and the States of Bonai and Gangpur 
in regularly supervising the schools and providing for expert 
and qualified inspection. For this purpose these States are divided 
into circles with Sub-Inspectors attached, and a Deputy Inspector 
isin oharge of each circle. In the case of the States transferred 
from the Central Provinces the cost of education is entirely borne 
by the State revenues and from fees, no contribution being 
received from Government: these States employ their own 
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educational inspecting officera, and are assisted by the Agency 
Inspector of Schools. 

The total expenditure on Primary schools for boys was 
Rs. 1,14,786 in 1907-08 against Re. 74,754 in 1901-02: this 
inorease is due partly toa larger contribution from Government 
as regards the 17 States, formerly included in the Orissa Division, 
and partly to an increased expenditure by the States. 

The average cost of educating a boy in a Primary school 
amounted in 1907-08 to Rs. 2-15 per year. During the six years 
from 1896-97 to 1901-02 the percentage of expenditure on 
Primary schools for boys and girls to the total expenditure on 
public education was 64°7. In the village Primary schools the 
teachers receive the greater part of their remuneration in kind. 

The number of schools, scholars, and the cost of education in 
the 24 States of Orissa in 1907-08 was as follows :— 
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ATHGARH STATE, 


Tur Stato of Athgarh lies between 20° 26’ and 20° 41’ N., and 

84° 32’ and 85° 52’ E., with an area of 168 square miles. It is pb ‘ 
bounded on the north by Dhenkanal State; on the east and south 
by Cuttack district; on the south the Mahanadi river forms the 
boundary between the State and the British district of Outtaok ; 
andon the west by the States of Tigirid and Dhenkanal. The 
country is level, low-lying and very subject to inundation. The 
soil is fertile. The average rainfall for the six years from 1902-03 
to 1907-08 was 53°50 inches. The headquarters of the State are 
at Atbgarh. 

This State is alleged to havo originally extended on the east 
as far as parganas Outtack Haveli and Dalijora ; on the west up 
to Tigirié ; on the north from Kapilds to Gobindpur, Baldiabandh, 
Nadiali, Krishnapraséd, and Paschimeshwar temple; and on 
the south to Banki, Dompara, Matri, and Patia. Kakhari and 
Tapankhand were annexed by the Mughal rulers, and noighbour- 
ing Chiefs enoroached upon the State from allsides, Parijan 
and Bajrakot were given away a8 Amruta-manohi (religious) 
endowments about 106 years ago. The Raja of Dhenkanal 
who married two of the daughters of the Chief of Athgarh 
obtained poseession of most of the mausds or villages of 
Majkuri Bisa, ic., from Kapilis temple oi4 Krishnaprasid to 
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Paschimeshwar temple. The family of the Chief of the Athgarh 
State belongs to the Karan caste of Orissa, and its recognised 
title is “Sri Karan Bawarta Patnaik.” The founder of the 
State was Nilddri DBawartea l’atnaik: he was the Bawarta or 
minister of the Puri Raja, who conferred on him the title of 
Raja, and gave him Athgarh as a reward for his services or, 
according to another account, as a dowry for marrying the 
Raja’s sister The State is one of the ten States which entered 
into treaty engagements in 1803. From the time of the founder 
of the Stato up to date, twenty-nine Rajis are said to have 
held the yadi. The present Chief obtained in 1908, as a personal 
distinction, the title of Raja Bahadur from the British Govern- 
ment. The emblem of the State is Radha Krishna. 

The population increased from 86,603 in 1891 to 43,784 in 
1901; of the latter number all but 643 aro Hindus. The most 
numerous castes are the Chasas (10,00u), Sahars (6,000) and 
Khandaits and Pans (5,000 cach). The averago density of the 
population is 260 per square milo, It is distributed among 192 
villages, of which the principal is Athgarh, the residence of the 
Raja and situated on the Cuttack-Sambalpur road, in 20° 31’ 
north latitude, and 85° 38’ cast longitude The village of Gobra 
lies near the oastern border of the State, in 20° 35’ north latitude, 
and 85° 52’ cast longitude. 

The census report of 1901 returned the population at 43,784 
souls, classified as follows: —Llindus—males, 21,701, females, 
21,440, total 43,141, or 98°5 per cont. of tho total population of 
the State; proportion of males to total Hindu population, 50-3 
per cont, Musalmans—malos, 149, females, 112, total 261, 
or 0°6 per cent. of the population; proportion of males to total 
Musalmans, 67'1 per cent. Christians~meales, 200, females, 182, 
total 382, or 0°8 per cent. of the population. Population of all 
denominations—malos, 22,050, females, 21,734, total population 
of the State, 13,784: proportion of males to total population, 
50°4 per oent. Number of literate persons in the State is 2,100 or 
4°8 per cent. of the total population. Averages : ~—Villages per 
square mile, 1°14; persons per village, 228; houses per square 
mile, 52°4; houses per village, 459; persons per house, 5. The 
192 villages aro classified as follows:—171 with less than five 
hundred inhabitants, 17 with from five hundred to one thousand 
inhabitants, 3 with from one thousand to two thousand inhabitants 
and 1 with from two to five thousand inhabitants. Between 1830 
and 1840, a nomber of people in the Athgarh State embraced 
Christianity, and the Baptist Mission at Cuttack in 1841 obtained 
® lease of 10 nares of jungle lands from the Raja of Athgarh near 
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a Village called Chhagan. There are now three Christian villages, 
Parbatia, Kspatikiri and Arakhtaogar, with a population of nearly 
400 souls, who live by agriculture as ryots of the. Raja, though 
they have their homesteads on Mission lands. In Parbatié, there 
is a chapel and a boys’ and girls’ school. There are 6 Mission 
sohools in the neighbouring Hindu villages. 

The State maintains at the headquarters a charitable dispen- Pexutc 
sary known as the Diamond Jubilee Hospital in charge of 9 "*4t™™ 
Civil Hospital Assistant. The number of indoor pationts treated 
in 1907-08 was 6, and outdoor patients 7,439. Vaccination is 
making progress in the State and thero were 2,089 primary 
vaccinations and 813 revaccinations in 1907-v8. 

The soil is fertile, but is liable to inundations from the aariovt- 
Mahanadi. The cultivation consists chiefly of rice, sugarcane, of T8™ 
which very valuablo crops aro raised, pulses and millets. The 
country is for the most part open, and lends itself readily to 
cultivation: the villages are prosperous, rents are light and the 
cultivators aro undoubtedly prosperous as a class, and exovllont 
irrigation tanks and embankments are to be found in many of 
the villages. The Chief has opened an experimental farm and 
has done much to introduce the better olasses of fine rice and 
the drought-resisting classes of dus paddy for high lands. There 
are no forests of real commercial value: the forest areas have 
long yielded to the spread of cultivation and cutting for export 
of fuel for sale in Cuttack. 

The average ratos of assessment for Ist, 2nd and 3rd class rico Rants, 
lands per sore are Ks. 2-9-1, lis. 2-4-11 and Rs. 2-0-9, respectively, yee 
During the period 1593-1902 the average daily wages of pxrons. 
labour was:—superior mason, carpenter and blacksmith 4} annas 
each ; common mason, carpenter and blacksmith 4 annas cach; 
and cooly 2 annas. During the same period the avernge price of 
wheat, rice, gram and salt was 9 seers 1) chittacks, 18 seors 5 
chittacks, 103 seers and 12% seers, respectively. In 1906 and 1907 
avery marked rise in prices occurred owing to advantageous 
exports to outside areas, where high prices were prevalent: the 
cultivators of the State benefiting largely from the good prioes 
obtainable for their. produce. Prices here have riven about 60 
per cent. in the last 15 years with the advent of the railway 
through Orissa and the facilities thus offered for the ready 
disposal of surplus stocks, 

The chief occupation of the people is agrioulture. In this Ooovra- 
State there is uo manufacture or trade worth mentioning. The YO™',, 9, 
principal exported articles are food-grains, oil-seeds, fuel, bamboo, rays 
tpee cotter and other minor forest produce, and the principal P2> 
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imported articles are iron, kerosene cil, piece-goods, spices, salt 
and thread. 

The State is traversed by the old high road from Cuttack to 
Sambalpur and the newly opened Cuttack-Angul-Sambalpur road. 
The Mahanadi river, which runs along the southern boundary, is 
readily navigable for large-sized boats, and great quantities of 
surplus grain, fuel and charcoal are thus cheaply and readily 
exported to Outtack. There is a branch post office at the head- 
quarters of the State. 

The estimated land revenue in 1907-08 amounted to Rs. 35,620. 
No cesses are levied in the State and there are no zamindaris, The 
land tenure system is the same as in other States of the group 
formerly known as the Tributary Mahals of Orissa: the system is 
based on the village headman known as the sarbardhkdr, who 
receives a commission on the collection of rents: there are the 
usual grants to members of the Raj family in way of maintenance 
and the usual service mdf or free grants to the patks (State militia) 
and others, SN with the ordinary religious debottar and 
brahmottar grants, 

The relations bet ween the Btate and the British Government 
are regulated by the sanad granted in 1894, which was revised 
in 1908 and under which the State pays an annual tribute of 
Rs. 2,800, which is fixed: the Chief pays no nasardna to Govern- 
ment on succession The Chief carries on the administration of 
his State himself without any regular Dicdn (chief executive 
officer) though he is assisted by his relations, one of whom practi- 
cally serves as Diwan. The administration is on primitive and 
patriarchal lines, but is appreciated by the people. The total 
income in 1907-08 amounted to Rs. 53,375: the Chief has 
recently adopted a regular budget system. 

The forest revenue in 1907-08 yielded Rs. 2,778, and as 
already noted the forests are of little or no importance in this 
State. Excise yielded a revonue of Rs. 6,562, The number of 
civil suits for disposal was 892, all of a very petty nature, 88°5 
per cent. being below the value of Rs. 50. Inthe year 1907-08 
the number of cases reported to the police was 159. The police 
force consists of one Sub-Inspector, eight Head-Constables and 
40 men: besides there are 335 paiks (State militia) holding 
service lands. The jail has accommodation for 10 prisoners and 
an extension of the jail is being undertaken. The daily average 
population was 10 in 1907-08, The State spent Rs. 6,340 on 
account of Public Works in 1907-08. 

There are 80 echools with 1,264 pupils The Middle 
English school, two Upper, Primary schools, one Girls’ school, one 
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Sanskrit ¢o/ and 62 Lower Primary schools are maintained from 
the State funds, and the remaining 12 Lower Primary achools 
ere private institutions. There is also one Government Guru- 
Training school. The State spent Rs. 1,047 on education and 
received from Government s grant of Rs, 2,112 in 1907-08; it 
also enjoys the services of a Government Sub-Inspector and of 


the Agency Inspector of Schools. 


Hrerony, 
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CHAPTER II. 


ATHMALLIK STATE. 


plo cl Tue State of Athmallik lies between 20° 37’ and 21° 5’ N., 


and 84° 16’ and 84° 48’ E., with an area of 730 square miles. It 
is bounded on the north be the State of Rairékhol; on the east 
by Angul district; on the south by the Mahinadt river, which 
separates it from Baud; and on the west by Sonpur and Raira- 
khol States. ‘che country is for the most part covered with 
dense jungle, and a long range of hills clad with forest runs 
along its southern side parallel with the course of the Mab&nadi. 
The country to the north of this range of hills rises to a fair 
elevation: the range is crossed by a picturesque defile which 
leads abruptly to the lower country on the south side of the range : 
between this range of hills and the Mahanadi river there is a belt 
of low land, fertile and opened up to cultivation, with an average 
breadth of 8 miles, There are deposits of graphite in this range 
of hills; iron ore of excellent quality is found universally over 
the Stete. There are no streams or rivers of any importance 
in the State. The fauna are the same as those met with in the 
other States of Orissa, and require no special notice. On the 
south-oast of the State a tract of forest is reserved for elephant- 
catching operations: this tract joins up with the elephant forest 
in Angul. The Chief conducts elephant-catching operations 
generally about every third year: the catches do not usually 
average more than ten to fifteen animals. The average rainfall 
for the six years—1902-03 to 1907-08—was 53°16 inches. The 
headquarters of the State are at Kaintiragarh. 

The origin of the State is obscure. According to tradition, 
this State is said to have been founded by one Pratip Deva who, 
with seven other brothers of the Raja of Jaipur, came with 
their families on a pilgrimage to Puri. For some reason or 
other they hed a quarrel with the Raja of Puri, by whom two 
of the brothers were put to death. The remaining five brothers 
fied for their lives to the hills. The elevated plain known as 

h is, to the present day, renowned as the gard, or 
fortified residence of a Dom Raji whom Pratép Devs is alleged to 
have defeated. Pratip Deva is said to have found a honda {metal 
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vessel) in a tank which he was excavating there and gave the place 
and the State the name of Handapé. In course of time one of 
the Chiefs who held sway after Pratap Deva divided the State into 
eight subdivisions and placed a Chief over each with a view of 
bringing the aborigines into subjection. Hence the State changed 
its name from Handap& to Athmallik, The Raja of Angul 
considerably reduced the area of Athmallik State and included 
large tracts within the boundaries of Angul. Official records, 
however, show that till lately the State had no separate existence, 
and in the treaty engagement of 1804 it is mentioned as a 
tributary of Baud. It was treated as a separate State in the 
sanad graned tothe Chief in 1894, the terms of which were 
identioal with those contained in the sanads of the other Orissa 
Chiefs. The Chief was officially styled as the zamindar of 
Athmallik, and was addressed as sdmant. In 1874, however, he 
was officially recognised as Raja, which title was also made here- 
ditary, and in 1890 the late Chief, Raja Mahendra Deva Samant, 
was given the title of Maharajé as @ personal distinction on 
account of his able administration of the State. Baud and 
Atbmallik belonged to what was formerly known as the South- 
Western Frontier Agency, from which they were transferred to the 
Oriesa Division in 1837. The Chief’s emblem is a kadamba 
flower (Nauclea orientahs) and his family is called the kadamba- 
bansa. Another version of the origin of the Athmallik State 
will be found in the article on the history of the Baud State. 

The population increased from 31,605 in 1891 to 40,753 in Tas 
1901, part of the gain being due to immigration from Baud and ?#°?** 
the Central Provinces. A great extension of cultivation has taken 
place in recent years, and the population is now nearly double what 
it was in 1881, but Athmallik is with the exception of Pal Lahara, 
Bonai and Hairakhol, the most sparsely populated of all the Orissa 
States, the density being only 56 tothe square mile. Of the 
total population all but 106 are Hindus. The most numerous 
castes are Ohasis (8,000), Gauras (6,000), and Gonds, Pans 
and Sudhas (4,000 each). There are 460 villages, the principal 
being Kaintir&, the residence of the Chief. 

The population is classified as follows in the census report of 
1901 :—Hindus—males, 20,701, females, 19,946, total 40,647, 
or 99°7 per cent. of the population ; proportion of males to total 
Hindus, 50°9 per cent. Muhammadans—males, 45, females, 36, 
total 81, or 0-2 por cent. of the population ; proportion of males 
to total Muhammadans, 65°5 per cent. Other denominations— 
males, 15, females, 10, total 25, or 0°06 per cent. of the popula- 
tion ; proportion of males to total ‘others’, 60 per cent. Total 
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population of ail denominatione—males, 20,761, females, 19,992, 
total population of the State, 40,753; proportion of males to 
total population, 50°9 per cent. The number of persons able to 
read and write is 558 or 1°4 per cent. of the total population. 
Averages— Villages per square mile, 0°6; persons per village, 
88°6 ; houses per square mile, 10°6; feocineh per village, 16°8 ; 
persons per house, 5°8. The census report returns the total 
number of villages in the State at 460, classified es follows :—457 
with less than five hundred inhabitants, 2 with between five 
hundred and a thousand and only 1 with between ono thousand 
and two thousand inhabitants. 

The people are very wild and far more backward than the 
population of the neighbouring States of Baud and Sonpur and 
the district of Angul. They are content with inferior cultiva- 
tion and prefer (o spend much of their time in the forests of the 
State, hunting and living on forest produce. 

Posto The poople are healthy and of fair physique. There is a 
BEAITE. dispensary at the headquarters with a Civil Hospital Assistant in 
charge and 4,295 pationts were treated in 1907-08: an Ayirvedio 
dispensary has also been opened by the Chief. The number of 
persons vaccinated during the year 1907-08 was 3,207, of which 
1,850 were revaccinations: the operations are conducted by 
vaocinators trained in the Cuttack Training class and they are 
under a Sub-Inspector. Tho people being mostly denizens of the 
forests are strongly averse to vaccination. 
Aentoc. The crops are mostly coarse rice and other inferior grains, with 
URS. a fow oil-seeds: castor oil-seed, however, of excellent quality is 
largely grown in favourable years, on the clearings in virgin 
jungle soil, and from this crop the people are usually able to fully 
pay their rents and have money in hand. Irrigation is very little 
practised and cultivation is of the crudest: the people prefer to 
live on the abundant products of the extensive forests to labouring 
on the soil and imaproving their lands. 
Busta, The average rates of assessment per acre for lst, 2nd and 3rd 
Yan class of rico lands are Re. 1-2-9, Re. 0-13-119 and Re. 0-106 
watoss. respectively. The average rate of assessment per acre for 
uplands is Re. 0-8-4 and the average rate of assessment per acre 
for homestead land is Re. 0-4-11. During the period 1898-1902 
the average daily wage of labour was:—superior mason and 
carpenter, 8 annas each; common mason, 44 annas; common 
carpenter, 4 annas ; cooly, 24 annas; superior blacksmith, 5 annas, 
and common blacksmith, 8 annas. During the same period the 
~ average prios of wheat, rice, gram and salt wes 8§ seers, 17§ seers, 
10} score and 10} seers respectively. 
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After 1903, there has subsequently onsued a marked rise in 
prices as in the other States, especially those situated on the 
Mahanadi, a ready highway for the export of surplus stocks. 

The chief occupation of the people is agriculture, 66°6 per Ocovras 
cent. of the total population being agrioulturista: only 1°38 per T1O"m 
cant. follow trade: 4°47 per cent accept State, domestic and ronss avn 
other services: 21°9 per cent. maintain themselves on labour: T#4D>™ 
and the remaining 5°68 per cent. earn their livelihood from other 
sources. The State boasts no special manufactures : iron ore of 
good quality is smelted and sent down to Cuttack. The principal 
trade consists in timber, fucl, and jungle products, which are 
carried by Loat: the forests have been leased for sleeper cutting 
and have now been nearly worked out of large trees: there is, 
however, one large tract of forest untouched, which is kept asa 
reserve for elephant-catching operations. There is a small trade 
in oil-seeds by pack-bullocks, but the greater part of the trade is 
river-borne: the forests supply nearly all the timber used for oars 
by the boatmen who work over the whole length of the Mahanadi. 

The principal imported articles are spices, salt, mill-made cloths, 
brass and bell-metal utensils, pieoe-goods and kerosene oil. 

The Cuttack-Sambalpur road runs through the northern weays or 

portion of the State: a fair road from Kaintir’, tho headquarters, 0ommomt- 
joins up with the main road: it is a surface road and winds “™°™ 
through the defiles in the hill range running parallel to the river. 
The Mahanadi affords a cheap and ready means of communication 
for the export of grain, timber and foreat produce to Cuttack. 
There is a branch post office at the headquarters and the Imperial 
post croases the river here and travels vid Kantilo to Outtack and 
vid Baud to Sambalpur. 

The land revenue administration diffors but little from that of Lawn 
the other neighbouring States of the group formerly forming "ayann™ 
the Tributary Mahale. The State, however, has always been rrarion. 
more in touch with the institutions prevailing in the Central 
Provinces: for this reason the village headman is a more pro- 
minent person than in the other States and his service lands 
(bhogra) have not disappeared: a regular settlement based on 
@ pole measurement has been made by the Chief. The land 
revenue demand is Rs. 25,770. 

The relations between the Athmallik State and the British auwxnss 
Government are, like those of the other States of the group SpMint 
formerly known as the Tributary Mahals, governed by the sanads 
of 1894 and 1908. The State is liable to pay nasardna on 
suecession. The present Chief employs a regular Diwan and 
eerefully follows a budget systom. The total income of the ginances, 
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State was Re. 77,823 in 1907-08; the tribute was formerly 
liable to revision every twenty years, but was made permanent 
in the sanad of 1894 and fixed at Rs. 730. The forest revenue 
yielded Rs. 45,670 in 1907-08. In 1907-08 the excise income 
amounted to Rs. 4,215. Civil suits are all of a very petty 
nature; in 1907-08, 80 per cent. of the suits were of Ra. 50 in 
value and less, the number of civil suits for disposal during the 
year being 148. Crime is light and not of a serious nature: 
only 73 cases were reported in 1907-08 to the police. The 
police force consists of one Sub-Inspector trained at Bhagalpur, 
5 Head-Constables, and 25 men : besides 335 parks (State milttia) 
holding service lands. There is 8 masonry jail with accommoda- 
tion for 8 prisoners, but a new jail on modern lines with 
capacity for 35 prisoners is under construction, The State spent 
Rs. 40,000 on account of public works in 1907-08. 

In 1907-08 the number of schools in the State was 46, the 
number of pupils on the rolls being 1,163 - there is a good Middle 
English school at the headquarters and also a girls’ schoo) : there 
are one Upper Primary school and 35 Lower Primary schools 
for boys in the State; there are besides 7 private schools. The 
Government Guru-Training school for teachers from the Baud 
and Athmallik States is located at Kamtira. Education owing 
to the offorts of both tho late and present Ohief is making consi- 
derable headway in the State. The Chief spent Rs 2,629 on 
education in 1907-08 and the State received an educational 
grant of Re, 1,262 from Government in the same year 
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CHAPTER IIL. 


meee 


BAMRA STATE. 


Tux State of Bamra lies between 21° 9’ and 22° 12’ N., and Parmoas 
between 84° 8’ and 85° 13’ E. Its formation is extremely irre. 4#*#¢Ts. 
gular, the northern part running up to a point into the Bonai 
and Gangpur States; and two points also extend considerably 
to the westward, the one into the Lairé zamindari of Sambalpur 
district and the other into Talchor State. It is bounded on the 
north by Bonai and Gangpur States; on the south by the State 
of Rairakhol; on the east by Talcher State and the State of 
Pal Tahari, where it links up with the hill tracts inhabited 
by the bhuiyds; and on the west by tho Sambalpur sAdisa and 
the zamindari of Jaipur or Kolabira in Sambalpur. The extreme 
length north and south is about seventy-five miles, while the 
extreme breadth is about sixty-four miles. The total area is 1,988 
square miles. The soil is light and sandy except in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the hills where it is loamy. There are 
some fine sai (Shorea robusta) forests in this State; the hill ranges 
are well covered. Iron ors isto be found in abundance. The 
jungles produce a considerable quantity of lac, silk, cocoons, resin, 
bees-wax, and honey. The only river of note is the Brahmani, 
But for certain rocky obstructions that ooour at one or two places 
timber might be floated down this river to the coast. On the 
southern border of the State, there is a fino range of hills with 
extensive plateau land rising in parts to an elevation of 2,000 feet. 
The descent from this plateau is sudden and very precipitous, the 
range of hills abutting close upon the Sambalpur border, near 
Gourpali. 

The climate is malarious owing to the large forest areas, but 
the cultivated tracts sre salubrious. The average rainfall for 
the six years from 1902-03 to 1907-08 was 65°46 inches. 

The headquarters of the State are at Deogarh and there 
are two tahsils (subdivisions) with headquarters st Kuchind& and 
Barkut. 

The Bamra State originally formed one of the Sambalpur and Hysroay. 
Patn& or Garhjét groups, the Chiefe of which were at first 
independeat ; but were subsequently held in subordination to the 
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Maharaja of Pata, the most powerfal of their namber. In 1865 
the Ohief received from the British Government an adoption 
sanad, and in 1867 8 sanad defining his status as a Feudatory 
Chief was granted. The State was transferred to Bengal from 
the Central Provinces in October 1905. 

The family is Gangabansi Rajput ; it does not appear to 
be in possession of any authentic traditions antecedent to Sambat 
1602 (A.D. 1545): accordmg to tradition the first Raja of Bamra 
belonged to the Raj family of the Patna State, and was stolen 
from his home and made Chief of the Bamra State by the 
Bhuiyas and Khonds. 

The present Ohief succeeded to the gad: in 1903: his father, 
Bir Bésudeo Sudhal Deva, obtained the title of K.0.1.E. The 
emblem of the State is a sankh (conch shell). 

Tas According to the census of 1901 the population of the Btate 

P¥ori®. amounted to 123,378 against 22,456 in 1866, and an increase of 
18 per cent. sinve 1891. The population is classified as follows: — 
Hindus—males, 62,030, females, 58,962, total, 120,992 or 98°07 per 
cent. of the total population: proportion of males in total Hindus, 
51:3 per cent. Musalmins—males, 229, females, 118, total 347 
or 0°28 of the total population: proportion of males in total 
Masalmans, 65°99. Animists—males, 994, females, 1,031, total 
2,025 or 1°6 per cent. of the total population. Christians—14. 

In 1901 the number of villages in the State was 931, and 
there was one town, Deogarh, with a population of 5,702. The 
931 villages are classified as follows: 907 with less than five 
hundred inhabitants, 21 with from five hundred to a thousand, 
and 8 with from one to two thousand. Averages—villages per 
square mils, 0:41; persons per village, 126; houses per village, 
23°8 ; persons per house, 5; houses per square mile, 11°5. 

The principal non-agricultural castes are Brahmans, Rajputs, 
and Mahantis, while agriculture is carried on by Chasia, Gonds, 
Khonds, Agarids, Kaltuyas, Sudhas, and Dumils. About 77 per 
cent. of the population speak Oriyé and 18 per cent. the Oraon 
and Mundari dialects. In 1901, 4-06 per cent. of the population 
were returned as able to read and write. The principal castes 
and tribes are Obasis, Kisins, Gauras and Gandais: the Gonds 
and Bhuiyés are aleo numerous. The people are well-to-do 
for the most part, especially the regular cultivating classes: the 
wilder tribes who practise di cultivation (clearing and burning 
forest tracts) and live to a great extent on jungle products are 
naturally not so well off. 

Pusu The State possesses thres dispensaries, vis., at Deogarh, Kuch- 
meses. inds, and Birkut each with accommodation for indoor patients. 
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The dispensaries are in charge of Civi! Hospital Assistants and an 
officer with the qualifications of an Assistant Surgeon is the 
Medical Officer of the State. In 1907-08 the number of patients 
treated was 21,188: vaccination work is in charge of a special 
Inspector: the State pays the vaocinaters and itself collects a 
small charge for every case of successful vaccination: in 1907-08 
the number of primary vaccinations was 2,931 and of revaocina- 
tions 580. Fever is the usual complaint; cholera and small-pox 
epidemics oocur from time to time. 

As elsewhere in these parts, rico is the staple produce; oil- aasous- 

seeds, pulses, cotton, and sugarcane are also cultivated. At ™*** 
Balam, about 10 miles east of Deogarh, the headquarters of 
the State, the Chief has started an excollent home-farm: here are 
to be seen threshing machines, rotatory saws and sugarmills, 
driven by steam power : on the farm various varieties of crops are 
grown and experiments made: there is a large vegetable market 
garden attached: at Sirgiré close to Balam a large irrigation 
reservoir has been built irrigating a considerable tract of country. 
The villages are well cultivated and there are 974 irrigation tanks 
in the State. In the open areas of the State large and pros- 
perous villages with good tanks for irrigation are commonly met, 
with. Famine occurred in 1900 after a very widespread failure 
of the crops: the State, however, is not, unless under very 
exceptional circumstances, liable to severe famine. 

The average rates per mdu (ubout } of an acre) for Ist, 2nd iets, 
and drd class rice lands in Deogarh ¢ahsil are Re, 2-15-1, — 
Rs. 2-6-9 and Ke. 1-11-4, respectively, and in Kuchinda ¢chai/, paioge, 
Re. 1-14-2, Re, 1-7-11, and As. 10-5, respectively. The average 
rate per mdn for gord or uplands is Re. 0-12-6 in Deogarh tahai/ 
and As. 9-8 in Kuchind&é (afsi/, A regular assesement of the 
land besed on a soil classification has been made. In late years 
the average daily wage for a mason, carpenter, blacksmith and 
ordinary cooly has been As. 2-9, As. 2, As. 2-8 and As. 2, respeo- 
tively. In late years the average rate for rice, miga, birki, wheat 
and salt per rupee has been 18 seers, 16 seers, 20 seers, 8 seors and 
174 seers, respectively. The opening up of the country by the 
advent of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway has enabled the farmers 
to dispose of surplus stocks at handsome profits with a consequent 
general rise in prices. 

Nearly 744 per cent. of the total population are agrioulturists : Occurs. 
124 per cent. of the population follow industries: 5 per cent. Yom 
follow various professions: only 1 per cent. are engaged in racrvass 
ecommerce: aud others serve aa field labourers and personal Soi, 
servants, oto, Keoline pottery, sugar and weaving are the 


12 ORISSA FEUDATORY STATES. 


principal manufactures. At Sirid, a village on the main road 
between Bamra and Deogarh, there are saw-mills for cutting logs 
into railway sleepers: these mills give employment to many work- 
men and the timber business of the State employs a large number 
of hands as sawyers and carters. Principal exports are rice, 
pulses, oil-sceds, iron, timber, forest produce and catechu: and 
principal imports are mill-spun piece-goods, salt, sugar, spices 
and brass utensils. 
Msaxacr ‘There is 8 good road from the Bamra railway station on the 
coume*t: Bongal-Nagpur line to Deogarh, the headquarters, about 58 miles 
‘ inlength This road carries a considerable amount of the large 
sleeper traffic of the State, especially from Sirid. The road con- 
tinues from Deogarh as a fair surface road to the Talcher border: 
from Deogarh to Balam there is a good road 11 miles in length, 
on which there is one steel girder bridge. The old Sambalpur- 
Midnapore road traverses the State : this road is no longer of the 
importance it formerly was as the direct means of communication 
with the State: it is, however, bridged throughout the State over 
the small streams by rough, but strong, timber trestle bridges. 
The village roads are fair surface roads, and there is a road from 
Deogarh to the border of the Rairakhol State running on to 
Rampur, the headquarters of that State. The Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway passes through the north-eastern corner of the State 
with two stations, Garpos and Bamra, within its borders. The 
Brahmani river forms a means of communication for small open 
boats, but the presence of rooks and rapids renders the transport 
of goods on any large scale impossible. There are rest-houses at 
Bamra station, Kuchinda and Sirid. A telephone line runs from 
Bawra railway station to Deogarh, and from Deogarh to Barkut, 
the headquarters of the ¢ahsi/ (subdivision) of thet name and to 
Sirgira. The Imperial post plies in the State, with sub-post offices 
at Bamra, and Deogarh and branch post offices at Kuchindé and 
Barkut, and letter boxes in the school houses at the principal 
villages. There is a telegraph office at Bamra. 
Laxp For the purposes of land revenue administration the State is 
jira divided into three éahetls, or subdivisions with a Tahsildar in 
ezavion, Charge of each. The tahsils are Kuchinda, the most highly oulti- 
vated area of the State, in the north-west, the Sadar or Deogarh 
sahas!, and the Barkut ‘ahe¥/ to the south-east. The land revenue 
demand is about Re. 65,500 and settlement operations are in pro- 
gress: the land revenue system is very similar to that prevailing 
in the neighbouring States of Rairikhol, Sonpur and Patas. 
The land revenue demand is divided into fixed and fluctuating 
@cllections: the fiuctuating collections are derived from new 
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villages opened up and waste lands brought to cultivation. The 
role is that new lands are generally allowed to be held five years 
free of rent. This collection also includes the assessment on dahi 
cultivation, The area under @ahi is measured by the Forest 
Department and the rate charged is Re. 1-9 per mdn (about 
4 of an acre). The Paurids or hillmen as in Bonai, are the 
people who practise this form of cultivation ; the Chief is trying 
to localise and keep within prescribed limits this reckless and 
wasteful form of cultivation by compelling the Paurias to apply 
for sanction for any area they burn and this is then checked by 
the Forest Department. There is a famine fund amounting 
now to Rs. 30,000: the people receive advances at moderate 
interest for improvements. 

A land cess is lovied only from the poople who live in Deogarh Land cess 
town, as they all hold their lands there rent-free. It is levied 
at a rate varying from one anna six pies to four annas per rupee 
according to the character of the mafi or free grant. The money 
is spent on the repairs of the town roads Tho school cess is School 
assessed at a quarter of an anna por rupee of rent according to “™* 
the old settlement of 1877; it was not increased by assessing 
it on the rental obtained in the Inst settlement. The gaontids rx6 and 

y Re. 1 on the occasion of the suniyé (Oriya new year in *s#aréne. 
Bhadraba (August-September) ) and the Paush PiirnimA (Decem- 
ber-January). 

There are the usual grants to members of the family of the wan 
Chief for their maintenance, also paik (feudal militia) and other stants 
service lands, and religious grants. The villages in the State are Village 
held by (1) gaontids, (2) pradhans, (3) garhatids. No distinction = 
is made between the first two classes In the Deogarh ¢a/sil the 
headmen of the villages are called gaontids or sarbarahkars, 
and in the Kuchinda tahsi/, pradhdns or sarbarahkdrs. The condi- 
tions of forfeiture are bad behaviour, failure to pay the renta, 
leasing or mortgaging the village or the dhogrd (village service 
lands enjoyed by the headman) lands. The éhogra lands vary 
from 12 to 20} per cent. of the cultivated lands of the village. 
Rasad or rations to State officers on tour are supplied on regular 
payment: in| the village leases or patids are entered a minute 
account of all heads of payments, mdfis (exemptions) and duties. 
When « son succeeds his father as head of a village, he 
has to pay for mutation; only a son or an adopted son can 
inherit. 

The garhatids are the headmen of the patk (militia) villages reudel 
of the State; these villages have to render watch and guard on Saves 
_ the palace whes the Ohief is away: thoy also have to assist in aay” 
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suppressing riots if called upon. In consequence they render no 
beths begéri (free labour). Mr. Chapman, Politics] Agent, wrote 
of thefendal tenures in the Bamra State as follows:—Though 
the necessity for military service has passed away, the whole 
system of the feudal tenure by which it used to be maintained 
still exists. Round the sites of the ancient garhs or forte which 
are mostly situated at vulnerable points on the border, such as 
Tarang on the boundary between the Bamra and Rairakhol 
States and Garpos on the boundary between the Bamra and 
G&ngpur States, are clustered colonies of men-at-arms called paiks. 
From ten to thirty paiks are located in a village. The head of 
the paike in each village is called the garhatiad or garh-naik He 
is also generally the gaontid of the village. Besides his bhogra 
land he receives a drawback of Rs.6 per annum from his jamd 
for each patk for whom he is responsible The patk is entitled to 
enjoy this amount of land rent-free in the village The garh-nask 
aleo enjoy« eome Rs. 10 to Rs. 13 worth of land rent-free as such. 
He has an officer under him called the dalbeheré or captain who 
aleo enjoys mafiland. Over each group of 100 paths is the sardér 
who generally enjoys one or more villages rent-free and receives 
a monthly pay of Rs. 5. In return for these remunerations the 
sardar and garh-nasks are bound to produce their paiks whenever 
called on by the Raja. Thero is a great assembling of the nasks 
and paiks at Dashara time when they compete for prizes in shoot- 
ing and running before the Raja. Their offices are hereditary, 
There seems to be no recognized head of the men-at-arms for the 
whole State corresponding to the sendpati in Kalahandi. The 
duties of the naiks and parks are now restricted to forming the 
Thaja’s body-guard when he moves about the State, to carrying 
out certain police duties and conveying the dék. Villages where 
paike are located are known as patki villages. The paike and all 
the tenants of such villages are excused from all payments in 
kind. They pay all their rent in cash. The sarddr is not 
responsible for the land revenue of the villages in his charge. 
His eole duty is to exercise supervision over the varh-naiks and 
patks, The Gond community is presided over by headmen called 
bariha who in some oases hold several villages as their jagirs. 
They are the intermediaries between the Raja and the Gonds in 
all caste matters. There are other jagirdars holding groups of 
4 or 5 villages eoattered over the State. 

Meken¥. Rakwmdi or payment in kind is levied from all villages, except 
from gerbati, lakhiraj and brakmottar villages. It has been 
regularly sseessed and is entered up in detail in the sistibendi 
(demand register). The payment is made intn tha Riteia ovanase 
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(bhandar). It consists of paddy (unhusked rice), chawi (rice), 
maga, ti] (sesamum), gAt (clarified butter) and birhs, 

The relations between the State and the British Government Gaxmnax 
are regulated by the saxad of 1867 and the State pays a uae 
tribute of Re. 7,500 which is liable to revision and was last 
amessod in 1909 for a period of thirty yearn. The Chief 
administers the State, with the assistance of three Zahsildars as 
already noted, and there is alsoa Navb (Assistant) ZuAsildar at 
Kuchinda ; these officers also exercise criminal and civil powers, and 
there are Honorary Magistrates who render assistance in the dis- 
posal of criminal cases. The Chief exercises full criminal powers, Power. 
but sentences of death require confirmation by the Commissioner 
of the Orissa Division. For the disposal of criminal and civil 
business regular courts are maintained. The totel income of the pinances. 
State in 19V7-08 was returned at Its. 1,068,481. A regular budget 
system is followed in the State aud the finances are carefully 
administored. 

In 1907-08 the forest revenue amounted to Ks. 82,637, Forests 
e\cluding the revenue from sleeper operations. The State forests 
have been separated from the village or Ahasrd jungle. ‘There are 
ten protected trecs in this State, viz. sd/ (Shorea robusta), bid 
(Pterocarpus marsupium), khair (Acacia Oateohu), bandhan (Ougei- 
nia dalbergioides), harar (Terminalia Chebula), mahad (Baasia lati- 
folia), Aurum (Adina cordifolia), kendu (Diospyros melanoxylon), 
kusum (Schleichera trijuga) and sisé (Dalbergia Sissoo). As 
regards the khasrd jungle, the villagers are allowed to use it, but 
are not allowed to destroy it uselessly and the prohibited class of 
trees cannot bo cut from it without informing the Forest Depart- 
ment. The cultivators pay a commutation fee or halpancha to out 
and remove any kind of timber, except the prohibited class: non- 
agriculturists pay half an anna per head-load. The rate charged 
for dry timber of the prohibited class is two annas per oubic foot 
in Deogarh ‘a/sit and four annas in Kuchindé tehsil; except 
under special permission no green timber of the probibited kind 
may be cut. As regards destruction of the forests by the people 
the measures adopted are effective, and it is but rarely thatlinstances 
are seen of the clearing of patches of forest with trees ringed and 
boles burnt for raising catch crops on gerd or uplands. All 
persons, whether foreigners or people of the State, pay a grazing 
tax if they keep milch-cattle; the rate is one annua per cow and 
two annas per cow-buffalo to people of the State and four annas 
and eight annas respectively to outsiders. The people of the State 

their fuel and also their supply of chhan (thatching) grass and 
pandai (cabai) grass included in the commutation fee. If, however, 
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fuel or grass is exported, a tax is charged. There is a consider- 
able quantity of pandsi or sabai grass in the State, but there is no 
export of it on any scale. 

Regular licenses are issued for felling and removing timber 
of the reserved classes. The forests are in charge of a trained 
forest student from Dehra Dun, assisted by two subordinates 
trained in the neighbouring Government forest reserves in 
Singhbhiim: demarcation of the reserved forests has been under- 
taken and the cutting of fire lines is progressing and the forest 
blocks are being divided up into coupés for regular felling. The 
State of recent years has entered upon a more scientific and 
regulated system of dealing with the forests. 

The Btate obtains its supply of opium through the Sambalpur 
treasury and Khandwa gdnja is obtained from Nimaér. The State 
charges the licensed vendors with the cost of transit; gdnja is 
sold at Rs. 5 per seer. There is no regular excise staff, but the 
State officara and the police walch the sale of exciseable articles, 

The markete are leased out only in the Kuchinda tahsi/; else. 


sonoply. where in order to encourage trading in the less developed tracts 
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no assessment is imposed. Every tenant who attends the bazar 
or market for sale purposes pays 14 pies, but fish and meat sellers 
are exempted. Local shopkecpers who oxpose goods for sale in 
the market pay 8 pies per market day. Foreign traders who 
visit the market for sale pay 1 pie per rupee if their sale is 
under Rs, 20 aud 3 pies per rupee if it exceeds Rs, 20. 

A tax or pdatsi is imposed on industrial classes; the rate is higher 
than in the Bonai State, but the people are much better off, 
The rates per annum are, Pans and Gandas (who weave) Rs, 2-2, 
Bhandaris (barbers) Re. l-4, Kewats (dealing in parched rice) 
annas 12, Khatis (blacksmiths) annas 8, Kharurds (brass workers) 
annas 8, Lakharfis (who make bracelets of lec) annas 8, Guriis 
(sweatmeat-sellers) annas 12, Khairis (preparers of catechu) Re. 1, 
Ghantrés (bell-makers) annas 8, Kamars (iron smelters) Re. 1-4, 
Thoris (Ashermen and gold-washers) Re. 1-4, Telis—one seer of 
oil for each pressing machine worked by them. 

In the year 1907-08 the totel number of civil suits for 
disposal was 878, out of which gnly 11°4 per cent. were for sums 

ing Re. 100. During the year 1907-08 869 casea were 
reported to the polioe. The police force is in charge of a Super- 
intendent, with two Inspectors under him and « regular staff of 
officers and men: the system followed is similar to that in force 
in the Oentral Provinces, but the system of surveillance of bad 
characters and criminals has recently been remodelled on the lines 
followed in Bengal. 


RAMRA. 197 


There is 8 good masonry jail at headquarters where regular Jails. 
labour is imposed and discipline enforced. There is a large 
workshop where weaving on improved methods is taught to the 
prisoners under a trained expert; exoellent cloth of various 

and good daris are manufactured: the flyshuttle loom 
and English made handlooms are in use: pottery work in also 
taught to the prisoners: other kinds of labour are lime-burning, 
brick-making and the oil-mill, There is alsoa small sub-jail at 
Kuchindé. The average daily jail population in 1907-08 was 92. 
The State possesses some good public buildings ; the best being the Pubtic 
jail and High echool at the headquarters, The total expenditure Works 
inourred on account of public works in 1907-08 was Rs. 27,855, aan” 

The number of schools regularly maintained by the State in Rpvca. 
1907-08 was 33, and besides a large number of aided private 7!°*- 
schools (pdthsdids) impart simple instruction in the villages. 
There is a High English sehool at Deogarh. There ia a girls’ 
school at the headquarters. The number of pupils in 1907-08 in 
all the schools was 4,536. There is a special school for the educa- 
tion of Gandas at the headquarters. In 1907-08 the State spent 
Rs. 7,162 on education. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


ee 


BARAMBA STATE. 


Pursroat Trig State of Baramba lies between 20° 21’ and 20° 31’ N., and 
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History. 


85° 12’ and 85° 31’ E., with an area of 134 square miles. It is 
bounded on the north by the Hindol State; on the east by the 
Tigirit State; on the south by Cuttack district and Khandpara 
State (the boundary line being formed by the Mahinadi river) ; 
and on the west by the Narsinghpur State. Kanaka peak (2,038 
feet), the highest point of a hill range of the same name, is 
situated on the northern horder of the Btate. 

The country for the most part is open and flat and the soil is 
very fertile: the tract along the Mah&nadi river is constantly 
liable to inundation and the riverain villages are frequently 
damaged by large deposits of sand and silt. The only hills of 
any importance are those on the northern border of the State. 
The average rainfall for the six years—from 1902-08 to 1907-08 
—was 53°43 inches The headquarters of the State are at 
Bardmba. 

The history of the Baramba State is alleged according to 
the family tradition to commence from the year 1305 A.D. with 
Hatakeswar Raut, s famous wrestler who served Kishor 
Narsingh, the Raja of Orissa, and in recognition of his valour 
was presented with two Khond villages by name Sankha (conch 
shell) and Mohuri (pipe) on the north bank of the Mah&nadi 
river, three miles south of the present headquarters. These two 
villages were then owned and inhabited by Kbonds. Hatakeswar 
drove them away and settled in Bar&ambé, which has since been 
the residence of all the Chiefs of the State. The area of the two 
villages when they were presented by the Orissa Raja in all 

probability never exceeded four square miles. The founder, 
however, extended the limit of his possession to about eight square 
miles before he died, leaving his younger brother Malakeswar 
Raut to succeed him. 

The second Chief, Malakeswar Raut, who held his gadi for 18 
years, extended the limit of the State to Ogilpur, about three 
miles west and five miles south-west of Barambi. He disoovered 
the temple of the goddess Vattirika or Bruhadambi or Baramé af 
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Ogalpur, and out of respect for this goddesa named the State 
after her. Jambeswar Raut, the fourth Chief, who held his gadi 
from A.D. 1875 to 1416, conquered the Khond Chief of Kharodh, 
eight miles north-west of Barambé, and annexed his lands 
(about 20 square miles), thus raising the area of the State to about 
36 square miles The fifth Chief, Bholeswar Raut, conquered 
the Khandait or Chief of Amati, six miles west of Baramba, 
and extended the limit of the Stato to Ratap&at, eight miles 
west of the headquarters, and the present boundary between the 
Baramba and Narsinghpur States. It was during tho time of this 
Chief, who held his gadi for 43 years (from A.D, 1416 to 1459) 
that the farthest western limit of the State was reached. LILis 
successors increased their possessions to the east of the headquar- 
ters, but made no attempt to eatend the State further on the west. 
Kanhu Raut, the sixth Chief, held his gadi for 55 yoars (from 
A.D. 1459 to i514), and extended the limit of the State to 
Mahulia, about five miles cast of Baramba. Nabin Raut, tho 
ninth Chiof, held his yad for 26 years (from A D. 1537 to 1560). 

During his time the State attained its largest limit from Ratapat 
in the west, to Bidharpur in the east, 18 miles, and from the range 
of hills separating Llindol from Baramba to the banks of the 
Mahanadi, about eight-and-a-half miles, the present limit of the 
State. During the time of the twelfth Chief, Krishna Chandra 
Mangraj, who held the yadi from A.D. 1635 to 1650, the Maré- 
thas invaded the country; the Chief acknowledging their supre- 
macy was required to pay a tiibute of 6,335 kdhans of cowries per 
annum. Padmandva Birabar Mangraj Mahapétra, the seven- 
teenth Chief of the State, was a woak ]taja; he held the 
gadi from A.D. 1748 to 1793. During the first part of the 
period during which he hold his gadi the Raji of Khandpara 
invaded the State, drove out the Chief, and remained in posses- 
sion of the State for nearly 1 months. Raja Padmanive sought 
for and obtained the assistance of the ltaja of Khurda, and 
recovered possession of the State. In the year 1175, the 
Rajé of Narsinghpur invaded the State and took possession of 
two of its important forts, Kharodh and Ratapat. The Raj& was 
powerless to expel the invaders, so he appealed to the Marathis, 
and with their assistance and intercession was able to regain 
possession of the forts. This account is taken from the fanilly 
traditions, but there are no authentio records. 

It seems that the Mughals never exercised direct supremacy 
over the Chiefs cf this State. The Marathis however did so, and 
there are letters extant which show that they fixed the annual 
tribute of the State from the year 1776 to 1778 A.D. and 
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collected the same directly from the Chief. There are also 
three other old letters of interest in the records. In one of these 
the Marithés intimated their having recovered the Ratapat garh 
(fort) from the Narsinghpur Raja; in another they required the 
presence of tho Baramba Raja to settle a boundary dispute between 
Baramba and Narsinghpur; the third is addressed to the Raja of 
Narsinghpur, and contains the decision of the Maratha Govern- 
ment regarding the possession of Kharodh and Ratapat. The 
State has no farman either from the Mughals or from the 
Maratha Government. The emblem of signature is a dog 
metamorphosed into a lion, a heraldic monster that took its 
origin in a story belonging to the time of the first founder, when 
a dog killed a tigor 

Tur The population increased from 32,526 in 1891 to 38,260 

PROPER. in 1901, of whom 37,441 are Hindus. A few Buddhists are 
still found in one or two villages, ‘he most numerous castes 
are Chasis (11,000) and Pans (4,600), The population is 
contained im 181 villages, and there are 285 persons to the 
equare mile. 

The population is classified as follows:—Hindus—males, 
18,393, females, 19,048, total of Hindus 37,441, or 97 8 per cent 
of the population ; proportion of males in total Hindus, 49-0 per 
cent. Musalmians—males, 60, females, 56, total of Musalmans, 
116 or 0'3 per cent. of the population; proportion of males in 
total Musalmans, 51-7 per cent. Christians, »1/. Other denomina- 
tions—Buddhist —males, 360, females, 343, total, 703 or 1°8 per 
cent of the population ; proportion of males in total others, 51:2 
per cent. Total population of the State 38,260 ; proportion of 
males in total population, 49:1 per cent. he number of persons 
able to read and write is 1,675 or 44 per cent. of the total 
population. Averages—villages per square mile, 0°74 ; persons per 
village, 211; houses per villago, 43°8; houses per square mile, 
59°1 ; persons per house, 4°8. The census report of 1901 returns 
167 villages, with less than five hundred inhabitants, 13 with 
from five hundred to a thousand, and one with from one to two 
thousand. 

— There is 6 dispensary at headquarters in charge of a Civil — 

uzaveu, Hospital Assistant: 2,926 pationts were treated in 1907-08 : this 
figure includes 2 indoor patients: besides this the Vaccination 
Bub-Inspector treated 1,298 patients. Vaccination work is in 
charge of a special Civil Hospital Assistant, who renders medical 
aid in the interior, and attends to village sanitation. In the year 
1907-08 the number of primary vaccinations was 756 end re- 
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The soil is very fertile, and the lands are well cultivated. aeztovs- 
The principal crop is paddy, of which several good varioties are ™™* 
grown: in most of the villages, there are fine mango groves : 
sugarcane is extensively cultivated, and isa very valuable and 
paying crop to the people of the State. 

The assessment of rent is light. Tho average rate por acre for Rewrs, 

uplands being Re. 0-11-1 for padar land and Re. 0-3-1 for toila Tae" 
land and for the three classes of rice land, Rs. 2-12-11, Ra. 2-2-6 rarens, 
and Re. 1-2-8. The rate uf daily wages during the ton years 
from 1893 to 1902 has averaged as follows: superior mason, 54 
annas, common mason, 3} annas; superior carpenter, 6 annas, 
common carpenter, 3 annas; cooly, 1} annas; superior blacksmith, 
6 annes, common blacksmith, 2% annas: the rate of wages has 
remained practically stationary duriug this period. The average 
price of wheat, rice, gram and salt during tho same poriod has 
averagod respectively 124, 224, 214 and 10 avers por rupee. 

Nearly 76 per cont. of the total population live on agriculture, Ocovra. 
and of the remainder nearly 10 per cent. follow commerce, The hy 
State possessvs no particular manufactures or trado. A colony of racrunns 
Buddhists inhabiting the village of Maniabandha weavo silk Se 
sdris and silk cloth of fine texture and artistic patterns: the oloth : 
is well dyed. The trade consists in the export of grain, pulses, 
molasses, oil-seeds, timber, bamboos, firewood, and other forest 
produce to Cuttack. Tho principal imported articles are spices, 
mill-cloths, sali, kervsene oil, iron, brass and bell-metal utensils, 
Bi-weekly trading fair is held at Maniabandha whiob is situated 
on the Mahanadi. 

The Mahanadi affords excellent water carriage, and logs of Mzama or 
timber and bamboos are floated down the river to Cuttack ond Cision 
Puri districts. A good fair-weather road couneots Baramba 
with Narsinghpur on one side and Tigiria on tho othor, and joins 
the old Cuttack-Sambalpur road above Saukarpur in the 
Dhenkanal State. 

There are four branch roads, viz.: Sasing road towards 
Khandpera, 3 miles in length; Abhimanpur-Bhaéupur road to- 
wards Dhenkanal, 3 miles; the Bangarsingé road, 6 miles in 
length, towards Banki in the Cuttack district aud the Gopfinath- 
pur road to Baideswar in Cuttack, 3 miles in length, There 
is a branch post office at the headquarters, 

The land revenue administration follows the same system as in Laxp 
the other States of Orissa. ‘Ihe village headmen, known as TPUECE 
sarberdhkérs, hold their villager for the period of settlement and rxartom. 
are remunerated by a cash commission on the village rental, The 
sarbardhkérs formerly enjoyed service lands for their duties as 
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headmen and oollecturs of rent. The headmen is responsible for 
the rent of the villege and he cannot obtain from the State a 
certificate against defaulting tenants until he has paid in all the 
dues. The last settlement was concluded in 1906-07 during the 
period the State was under the administration of Government. 
Tho land revenue demand in 1907-08 was Rs. 30,469. 

Tho relations between the State and the British Government 
are governed hy the sanads of 1894 and of 1908. For several 
yoars the State was under Government management owing to the 
minority of the Ohief, but the administration has recently been 
handed over to him. The State yielded a revenue of Rs. 41,149 
in 1907-08 and pays a tribute of Rs. 1,897 to the British Govern- 
ment. A regular Forest Department has been organised under 
a trained Forester: wasteful felling has been controlled and 
regular forest rules introduced together with a fuel cess levied at 
one anna per acre of oulfivated lands. The forest income in 
1907-08 was Rs, 3.587 The revenue from excise amounted in 
1907-08 to Rs. 1,524. 

The number of suits instituted during the year 1907-08 was 
136. There were 242 cases reported to the police in 1907-08: 
and there is practically no heinous crime. Tho police force 
consists of one Sub-Inspector, three Uead-Constables and 16 
constables besides pati» (State militia) and ehuukidars (village 
watchmen). ‘The State possesses a suitable masonry jail with 
accommodation for 24 prisoners: the daily average population in 
1907-08 was 11°57, 

A considerable expenditure on public works was incurred in 
1906-07, viz., Rs. 17,932; the expenditure was chiefly on irrigation 
embankments, tanks and the upkeep of tho roads: the department 
is under the charge of a qualified Overseer. In 1907-08 the 
expenditure on public works was Res. 6,264, 

The schools in the State consist of one Middle Vernacular, 
three Upper Primary, including one girls’ school, fifty-five Lower 
Primery and one Sanskrit ¢o/. There are also three private 
sohools, The number of pupils attending was 977 in 1907-08: 
there has been s steady improvement in the popularity of educa- 
tion throughout the State. The State receives a grant-in-aid for 
primary education from Government. 


CHAPTER V. 


BAUD STALE. 


Tne State of Buud lies between 20° 18’ and 20° 53’ N,, Purstcar 
and 83° 35’ and 84° 48’ E., with an area of 1,264 square miles, 4**#°™ 
It is bounded on the north by the Mahanadi river, separating 
it from the Sonpurand Athmallik States; on the east by the 
Daspalla State; ontho south by tho Khondmals; and on the 
west by the Patna and Sonpur States, from which it is separated 
by the Tel river. 

The southern boundary is formed by the Khondmals, which 
consist of high mountain ranges and highlands, between whioh and 
the Mahanadi river lie the fortile plains which now constitute tho 
area under the Chief of the Baud State. The country consists of 
a long strip of level country running parallol with the Mahanadi, 
with gradual undulating rises to the hill ranges which form the 
Khondmils. The natural features of the country lond themselves 
to irrigation, the hill, on the southern border forming a natural 
watershed from which many small streams find their way to the 
Mahanadi: the principal of these streams are the Bagh and the 
Meherani. The hills on the southern border and the country 
along their foot are thickly covered with forest, in which sd/ 
(Shorea robusta) largely predominates. The country except the 
tract in the close proximity of the Mahdnadi is unhealthy. The 
principal mountain peaks are: Bandigara on tho southern border, 
8,308 feet ; Bankonithudi, in the north, 2,080 foot; Siduanga, in 
the west, 1,917 feet Tho average rainfall for the six years— 
1902-03 to 1907-08—was 51°40 inches. The headquarters of 
the State are at Baudgarh. 

1t is not known by whom the State of Baud was founded, pysrony. 
there being no historical account to throw light on the subject. 
It is alleged that the State was bounded on the north by Bamra 
and Angul, both of which are said to have belonged in an. 
cient times to the Puri Raja; on the south by Gumsur end 
Bara Kimedi; on the west by Amai river in the Patné State; 
and on the east by Kamaimohan in Khandparé. The State 
was formerly reckoned to be 120 kos (240 mules) in length 
and breadth, but in course of time cextain portions of it were 
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dissevered from the original, viz., (1) from Kamai to Udandi on 
the east ; (2) from Amaito the Kharag river in the south-west 
corner ; (8) from the Baghnadi to the Meherani on the west ; (4) 
Athmallik State (as it exists at the present time) on the north; 
and (5) the Khondmals on tho south. The above disintegrations 
are alleged to have taken place as follows:— 

During the time of Raja Siddheswar Deva a strip of country 
called Daspalla, and extending from Kamaimohan near Kantilo 
to Udandimohan in the east of the State, belonged to Baud. Its 
distance from the headquarters rendered it impossible for the 
Raja to administer suocessfully. To relieve the people of that 
portion of the country from the difficulties and inconveniences 
which they had to put up with in coming on trifling affairs to the 
headquartors, the Raja, in 1420 of the Shahdbda era, te, in 
1498-99 A.D., made a gift of this portion of his territory to his 
uterine younger brother, Narayan Rai, on the condition that he 
shuald yuvern it under the orders of the Raja, and that only 
cases of minor importance should he disposed of by him, those of 
greater importance being sent up to the Chief. This condition 
Nar&yan Nai fulfilled for some time, but gradually began to 
exceed his powers by disposing of serious oases himself. The 
Raja hearing this, sent for his brother, who in fear of punishment 
took refuge with the Rajé of Khandpara, to whom he made over 
possession of the tract extending from Kamai to midway between 
Khandparé and Daspalla. A council of sarddrs (headmen) and 
people was called by the Chief of Baud and it was unanimously 
resolved to reovver possession by force. Instead of carrying out 
this resolution, the Raja sent emissaries to Narayan Rai, who 
appears for some time to have again complied with the conditions 
on which he held the grant and to have returned to allegiance, 
Narayan Rai, however, again gradually relaxed his obedience, 
and after the death of Raja Siddheswar Deva gradually asserted, 
and practically obtained his independence, though it was never 
formally admitted by the Baud State. 

The strip of country lying between the Kharag river, on 
the west of Baud and Amaimohan was given in 1521 (Sha- 
kabda) «.e., 1899-1600 A.D., by Raja Madan Mohan Deva to his 
two daughters as a maintenance grant on their marriage, reserv- 
ing, however, full authority over the area in all matters of 
administration. All cases from this tract were for a long time 
committed to the Raja for trial, but there being no fixed rules for 
the administration, andthe Raja relying too much upon his sons-in- 
law they gradually aswerted their independence and eventually paid 
homage to the Ohief of the Pstnd State to whom they were 
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related: no hostile action was taken against them but their 
independence was at no time recognised by the Raja of Baud. 

In 1780-81 A.D. the Raja of Band obtained a loan from the 
Sonpur Raja. For the liquidation of this debt he made over 
pargana Panchara, lying between Baghnadi and the Meherani. 
A dispute arose as to the possession of this tract and it was settled 
by the Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals, who gave the 
pargana to the Sonpur Raja. 

The State which is at present known as Athmallik is alleged 
to have been once a part of Baud, and not an independent State. 
Two forts, named Dumbé and Handapf, are sad to have been 
established by a former Raja of Baud and tho names of these 
forts are stul familiar, Dumbdiwas in Baud and Handapa in 
Athmallik. For the collection of ronts in that portion of Baud 
which lay to tho south of the Mahanadi the Khonds and Sudhas 
were appointed sv barahhars (howlmen) of muthas (fiscal division 
of the Khonds) and # snular arrangemont was in force for the 
tract lying to the north otf tho river and known as Athmallik, 
where a single sarbardhhar was in charge of the collections. 
The only difference was that the formor being in charge of 
comparatively small areas wore called serdérs, while tho latter 
was called sdmantu, on account of the greator importance of 
the charge. ‘here was no material difference between them, 
nor was the sdmanfi of Athmallik vested with groater powers, 
The Athmallik sdmanta was sardar of eight maltks, just as there 
are in Baud officers called Sdtmash and Béramalih, who are 
in charge of sevon and twelve muthas, respectively. On the 
death of a sarbaidhkd) or sdmanta his successor on paying 
& nazar was revognised receiving a adr+ (a picoe of cloth) from 
the Raja in return In former days Athmallik apparently 
had no distinct purohit (priest and spiritual guide) of its own, 
but under the orders of the Raja of Baud one used to go 
there from Baud. On the British conquest of Orissa the Chief 
went to Sambalpur to make his submission and have his tribute 
settled. The Samanta of Athmallik also went to Sambalpar 
and got a separate tribute fixed for Athmallik on the ground 
that it was an independent State. 

In the treaty engagement of 1804, the Chief of the State is 
mentioned aa the Raja of Baud and Athmallik. The then Chief, 
Raja Biswambbar Deva, apparently tendered his submission later 
then those Ohiefs with whom treaty engagements were entered 
into in the first instance in 1803. Baud forms the western 
extremity of the group of the States formerly known as the Orissa 
Tributary Mahals, and it awaited the result of the resistance 
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offered by the Marathis at the Barmiil Pass, in the State 
of Daspalla. On the 2nd November 1803, Major Forbes forced 
the pass and routed and dispersed the Marathis. The Chief of 
Baud immediately submitted. A treaty engagement was entered 
into with him on the 3rd March 1804, some of the terms of 
which differ from those stipulated with ten of the Chiefs in 
1803. Till 1837, the State formed part of what was then 
known 28 the South-Western Frontier Agency. The State was 
originally liable to a re-adjustment of its tribute after every 
20 years, the last of which was made in 1875, but the sanad 
of 1894 has fixed it permanently. 

The separation from Baud of the Khondmals, over which 
the Chief of Baud possessed a merely nominal jurisdiction, was 
due to the Khonds of Gumsur lead by the renowned Chakra 
Bisoi having colluded with the Khonds of Baud and created 
disturbances which the Raja was entirely unable to quell. 
The Chief failed tu put down the practice of human sacrifices 
(Merish) then prevailing amongst the Khonds. He, therefore, 
in 1835 made over that part of his State, which was only 
nominally under his control, to the British Government, and 
it has since been incorporated with Angul into a British district. 
From the time of the last Brahman ltaja Gandhamardan Deva, 
who held his gadi in 403 (Shakabdd), 1.e., 481-482 A.D., up 
to the present day, it is said that there have been 44 Rajas. 
Gandhamardan Deva is said to have continued on the gad 
from 403 to 470 (Shakdbda), i.e , 481-482 A.D., to 548-549 A.D., 
when one Anang Bhanj succeeded him, giving up the title of 
“Bhanj” and assuming that of “ Deva.” 

This Anang Bhanj, it is said, was one of the two sons of Braja 
Kishor Bhanj, the younger brother of Biswambhar Bhanj, Iaja of 
Keonjhar, who was a contemporary of Raja Gandhamardan Deva 
of Baud. His father, Braja Kishor Bhanj, quitted Keonjhar, 
owing to some misunderstanding between himeelf and his elder 
brother, the Raja of Keonjhar, settling with his family at Kuturi; 
on his death in 452 (Shakabda), ¢.c., 530-531 A.D., his widow with 
her two sons left the place and settled at Baud. The then Raja 
of Baud who was childless adopted both children and gave the 
widow @ maintenance allowance, Anang Deva thus obtaining the 
gadi of the Baud State. The Rajas of Baud showed themselves 
loyal to the Mughal and Maratha ralers and received at their 
hands titles of distinction. The Band, Daspallé, Keonjhar, and 
Mayiirbhanj Raj families belong to the same stock, claiming 
deacent from the solar race, and are held to be pe 
Keshottriyas. The Chief has no distinct family title, bat the 


